




In its fi fth year, the 2011 Heart to 
Heart campaign with Lunds and 
Byerly's was a great success. Lunds 
and Byerly's generously sold "Tiramisu 
for Two" from February 1 - 16 and 
proceeds up to $10,000 benefi tted 
Children's HeartLink. On February 
12, volunteers and local celebrities 
distributed samples of "Tiramisu for 
Two" at metro area Lunds and Byerly's 
stores while chatting with customers 
about Children's HeartLink. Thank 
you to Pat Evans and Sven Sundgaard 
from KARE 11, Mark Rosen from 
WCCO-TV, Brian (B.T.) Turner from 
Cities97 and Marjorie Johnson for 
participating.

As a new component of the campaign, 
Lunds and Byerly's offered $1, $5 and 
$10 donation tags at registers, mak-
ing it easy for customers to include 
donations to Children's HeartLink in 

their grocery purchase. These dona-
tion tags raised an additional $7,200. 
Children’s HeartLink would like to 
thank Lunds and Byerly's and all the 
generous sponsors of this campaign, 
including Pepsi Bottling Group, 
Frito Lay, Caribou Coffee, U.S. Foods, 
KARE 11, Tiger Oak Publications, 
Solveig Tofte and Star Tribune.

The LEAD Project, a local young 
professionals group, chose Children's 
HeartLink to be the benefi ciary of 
their annual Valentine's Day party, 
also held on February 12. The event, 
From LEAD With Love: A Benefi t for 
Children's HeartLink, attracted over 
300 young professionals to Theatre 
de la Jeune Lune in Minneapolis and 
featured a silent auction, music from 
DJ Strange Love and a cupcake bar. 
The event raised $7,500 for Children's 
HeartLink and has been a great source 

for volunteer recruitment.
For more information about our Heart to Heart cam-
paign, contact Katie Najjar at 
katie@childrensheartlink.org.
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Volunteers Bess Heyer (left) and Emily Dale (right) hand 
out tiramisu samples at the Highland Park, Minnesota, 
Lunds store. Dale is a former Children's HeartLink intern, 
now working in birth defects prevention, monitoring and 
analysis. Heyer was born with Ebstein's Anomaly and 
has had two open heart surgeries (by none other than 
Children's HeartLink Medical Director and Mayo Clinic 
Chair, Division of Cardiovascular Surgery, Dr. Joseph 
A. Dearani!). Dale said, "We truly hope we helped make a 
difference this weekend for kids and families who need our 
support!"

The Periscope team and their friends celebrate with 
Children's HeartLink at the 2010 HeartLink Gala.

Children’s HeartLink is always grateful 
for the local businesses that donate 
their professional services to further 
our cause. For the past year, we have 
been fortunate to count on Periscope 
for graphic design and creative ser-
vices. Always the ultimate profession-
als, the Periscope team is a joy to work 
with and seems to have a never-ending 
supply of innovative, compelling 
designs and ideas. Watch for their 
latest work as we begin to promote 
our 2011 HeartLink Gala theme, Brazil 
Carnivale!

Save the Date!
The 2011 HeartLink Gala will be on Friday, September 16, at the Hilton 
Minneapolis. The event, hosted by WCCO-TV sports director Mark Rosen, 
will include a fun and exciting evening of silent and live auctions,  cocktail 
reception, dinner and entertainment. 

Contact Katie Najjar at katie@childrensheartlink.org for more information.

Donor Spotlight: 

2011 Heart to Heart Campaign 
Children’s HeartLink is fortunate 
to have collaborated with Mark B. 
Lewin, M.D., at our partner site in 
Kyiv, Ukraine, since 2007. In that 
time, Dr. Lewin has been on three 
cardiac training visits to the Ukrainian 
Children’s Cardiac Center. Dr. Lewin 
is chief of the division of cardiology, 
director of the Prenatal Center, co-
director of the Cardiac Ultrasound 

Program at Seattle Children’s Hospital 
and co-director of Seattle Children’s 
Heart Center. He is also a profes-
sor in the Department of Pediatrics 
and an adjunct associate professor 
in the Department of Obstetrics 
and Gynecology at the University 
of Washington School of Medicine. 
When asked why his work with 
Children’s HeartLink is important, 

Dr. Lewin said, "It provides the 
personal satisfaction of having the 
chance to use skills in a completely 
unique way, providing a resource to a 
community in need, the chance to do 
program development, to model this 
form of philanthropy for my team, and 
the opportunity to work with a set of 
new, incredibly dedicated peers."

Medical Volunteer Spotlight: Mark Lewin, M.D.

Dr. Lewin examines a patient while training a group of physicians during a visit to Ukrainian 
Childrens Cardiac Center in Kyiv, Ukraine.

About Dr. Lewin

Institutions: University of Washington School of 
Medicine and Seattle Children’s Hospital

Education Background: Dr. Lewin completed 
his undergraduate and graduate school at the 
University of California, Berkeley, medical school 
at the University of Southern California, resi-
dency at a the Children’s Hospital in Los Angeles 
and did a pediatric cardiology fellowship at Texas 
Children’s Hospitals / Baylor College of Medicine. 

Interest and Hobbies: Skiing, camping, hiking and 
biking

Favorite Music: Jazz, opera, rock from the 1960's 
and '70s 

Currently Reading: Change of Heart by Jodi 
Picoult

Favorite Quotes: “I look to a day when people 
will not be judged by the color of their skin, but 
by the content of their character.” Martin Luther 
King. “Any man who can drive safely while kissing 
a pretty girl is simply not giving the kiss the atten-
tion it deserves.” Albert Einstein

Why is your volunteer work with Children’s 
HeartLink important to you: This is multifacto-
rial: personal satisfaction in having the chance to 
use the tools of my trade in a completely unique 
way, providing a resource to a community in need, 
the chance to do program development, to model 
this form of philanthropy for my team, and the 
opportunity to work with a set of new, incredibly 
dedicated peers. 



BMW of Minnetonka charity car wash

National Honor Society  
fundraiser benefits 
Children's HeartLink

This winter, Giuliano Kornberg and 
Andrew Hart Malin sold gift certificates 
for Punch Pizza to benefit Children’s 
HeartLink. The fundraiser, organized 
as a project for the National Honor 
Society at Wayzata High School in 
Minnesota, raised over $750! Kornberg 
and Hart Malin report they learned a 
lot about the challenges of fundraising. 

“We learned how hard it is to raise mon-
ey, even if it is for a very worthy cause,” 
said Kornberg. “The best part of raising 
money for Children’s HeartLink was 
that I felt like we were doing something 
worthwhile, that our efforts would help 
a child with a congenital heart defect 
somewhere in the world get the help he 
or she needs to have a better life.”

Thank you to Giuliano and Andrew for 
choosing Children’s HeartLink as the 
beneficiary of their National Honor 
Society fundraiser!

Hearts for Sammy

In February, SUNY-Geneseo held a 
Valentine’s Day fundraiser to benefit 
Children’s HeartLink. Organized by 
the Women’s Leadership Institute at 
SUNY-Geneseo, the fundraiser, called 
Hearts for Sammy, was held in memory 
of Samuel Louis Peguero, who died 
of a congenital heart defect. Hearts 
for Sammy raised $500 for Children’s 
HeartLink! Members of the Women’s 
Leadership Institute and other volun-
teers sold snow globes, socks, dolls, glass 
roses, candy and other items to raise 
funds. They also set up tables to educate 
students about congenital heart disease. 

After hearing about Hearts for Sammy 
and its success at SUNY-Geneseo, 
students at SUNY-Oneonta held their 

own Hearts for Sammy fundraiser for 
Children’s HeartLink! Thanks to the 
many students at both SUNY-Geneseo 
and SUNY-Oneonta who made Hearts 
for Sammy a success! 

U of M fraternity focuses on 
heart disease awareness

The Beta Chi Theta Fraternity at the 
University of Minnesota, Twin Cities, 
held two events this spring to raise 
awareness for heart disease. During 
Heart Disease Awareness week on 
March 24, the group sponsored an 
ice cream social, and on April 6, it 
organized a “Singing from the Heart” 
concert at Coffman Union. The concert 
featured local a capella groups, bands 
and artists, including 7 Days a Capella, 
Background Noise, Becky Thao and 
Kou Kong, UMN Breakers, and Noah 
Huynh. Dr. Marc Pritzer, director of 
cardiovascular education and fellowship 
training at the University of Minnesota, 
also spoke about heart disease during 
the event. 
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The 19th Annual heartLINKS Golf Invitational was 
the perfect excuse to enjoy the afternoon outside! 
The tournament, hosted by Mark Rosen, WCCO-TV 
sports anchor and Children’s HeartLink board mem-
ber, included a round of golf, contests and a post-golf 
reception at the Golden Valley Golf and Country 
Club on Monday, May 23. Participants enjoyed two 
new contests at the tournament: a chipping contest 
with a prize of 20,000 FlexPoints and a pre-tourna-
ment “Putt to the Summit” putting contest, with a 
six-pack of Summit beer for those who sunk a chal-
lenging putt. Players also enjoyed other heartLINKS 
traditions, such as the Chipotle Beat-the-Pro contest, 
beer at the Miller Lite Oasis and gift bags. After golf, 
Children’s HeartLink hosted a dinner reception, with 
auctions, raffle prizes and award ceremony.  
 
To participate in the 20th Annual heartLINKS Invitational in 2012, contact Karin Haas, karin@childrensheartlink.org

Children’s HeartLink is honored that BMW of Minnetonka sponsored a golf 
foursome at the 19th Annual heartLINKS Golf Invitational. In addition to their 
generous sponsorship, BMW of Minnetonka has invited Children’s HeartLink 
to participate in their charity car wash program. Bring your vehicle to BMW of 
Minnetonka and join Children’s HeartLink volunteers and supporters on Saturday, 
June 4, anytime between 10:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. for a car wash! For $10 you will receive 
an exterior wash, vacuum of your vehicle’s floor and a dashboard dusting. All makes 
and models welcome, and all proceeds will benefit Children’s HeartLink!

We’ll help you get the word out!
Let us know if you are planning to host a fundraiser to benefit Children's HeartLink, 
and we’ll help raise awareness for you! Contact Karin Haas at  
karin@childrensheartlink.org. 

19th Annual heartLINKS Golf InvitationalStudents take the lead on fundraising efforts 
and heart disease awareness events

Tim Britt
Maria and Jay Mellen

Ian P. Campbell
Mary Ann Campbell

Benjamin Michael Dercks
Judith Taylor

Dr. Bruce Johnson
John Overton, Jr., M.D. and Ann 
Lowry, M.D.

Samuel Louis Peguero
SUNY Geneseo Women’s Leadership 
Institute

Dr. Wes Peters
Nancy Borgstrom

Dinah Marjorie Philp (nee 
Chatfield) 
RedPrairie

Evelyn Risch
Ardelle Nicoloff

Attie Specktor
Richard Rosenberg and Mickey 
O'Kane

Emily Ann Stene
Amy and David Stene

James Stewart
Andrew Stewart

Grandma Dorothy Tell
Irene and Ed Kaplan, M.D.

Honors and Memorials include contributions 
from January 1 through April 15, 2011. For more 
information, email karin@childrensheartlink.org.

The Gift of Giving 
If you have included Children’s 
HeartLink, or are considering 
including Children’s HeartLink, 
in your estate planning, please 
contact development director 
Brian Herstig at brian@childrens-
heartlink.org. 

In Honor Of

All my patients born with  
heart disease
Ritu Sachdeva, M.D.

Laura Barboza
Paul Swenson

Allison Cabalka, M.D.
Julia Price

Etai Dragon’s 3rd Birthday
Meredith and Zeev Dragon
Susan Firestone
Bonnie Gomberg

Autumn Ginn
Tanya and Jon Turner

Brian Herstig
Barbara and Al Herstig

The marriage of Jennifer 
Jacobson and Chris Peterson
Joan Peterson

Balaji Mathur
Sripriya Mathur

Regan Joy Miley
Mary O’Brien

Amelia Schellenberg
Pat and Bernard Schellenberg

Elizabeth Perlich Sweeney
Elizabeth and Erik Jensen

Dr. Julie Vincent
Laura and Jack Greenberg & Family

In Memory Of

Dr. Demetre Nicoloff Fund
Alexander Nicoloff and Leslie Otto
Ardelle Nicoloff
Beth and Jim Otto
Julia Price
Paul Swenson
Nancy and Wayne Vander Vort

Hannah Benedum
Heidi Bergstrom

Giuliano Kornberg (left) and Andrew Hart Malin (right)
with the manager at Punch Pizza in Plymouth, Minnesota.

19th Annual heartLINKS Invitational Sponsors:
Eagle Sponsor: 

Birdie Sponsors: 
Alerus Financial, Tom Armitage / 
Tom Bach, BMW of Minnetonka, 
Horizon Milling, A Cargill JV, Fulcrum 
Consulting, Hays Companies, 
International Parts Supply, Minnesota 
Twins, Moss & Barnett, Navarre, 
Olson, RAZR Marketing, Jim Rice, 
Ritz Family Foundation, Sandvold and 

Associates, Savigent Software, Mike 
Sweeney, Synergy Graphics, US Bank 
Flexperks VISA, Wells Fargo

Hole Sponsors: 
ATPCO, Faegre and Benson, Fidelity 
Investments, Integra Telecom, Molly 
Joseph and Andrew Olson, Sapientia 
Law Group

In-Kind Sponsors: 
Chipotle, Golden Valley Golf and 
Country Club, Rocca Family Vineyard, 
Toshiba


