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In continuation of the long-standing relationship with First Hospital of Lanzhou 
University, a team of medical volunteers from several institutions traveled to 
Lanzhou in September 2008. The team, led by Jeff Myers, M.D., of Massachusetts  
General Hospital for Children, worked with the local team to conduct 11 open 
heart surgeries. The team also provided advanced training through lectures, 
patient treatment and clinical collaboration with Lanzhou medical staff. The 
Medtronic Foundation provided funding for this mission. In the past fiscal year, 
Children’s HeartLink also supported treatment for 23 needy children through a 
financial contribution to the Children’s HeartLink-Lanzhou Foundation.

Children’s HeartLink sponsored Shanghai Children’s Medical Center to 
participate in the International Quality Improvement Collaborative for 
Pediatric Congenital Heart Surgery in Developing Countries led by Kathy 
Jenkins, M.D., a cardiologist from Children’s Hospital Boston. The project aims 
to examine risk-adjusted mortality associated with congenital heart surgery in 
developing countries. By collecting data from international surgical centers,  
Dr. Jenkins’ team can assess performance and improvement of surgical outcomes.

Ecuador 
Surveillance, Control and Prevention of Chagas Disease in Loja  
and Manabí Provinces—Tropical Disease Institute of Ohio University and  
Catholic University of Ecuador

Chagas disease, which causes life-threatening cardiac complications, 
results from contact with a parasite (triatomine) most commonly found in  
substandard housing in Central and South America. Chagas disease typically 
infects the hearts of young children, but can remain dormant for many years. 
The Centers for Disease Control estimate that as many as 8 to 11 million people  
in Mexico, Central America and South America have Chagas disease, most  
of whom do not know they are infected. If untreated, infection is lifelong  
and can be life-threatening. 

Children’s HeartLink has supported Chagas disease education and prevention 
for nearly a decade. In the past year, Children’s HeartLink provided financial 
support for a prevention program that provides community-level education  
for families, health care professionals, teachers and government health officials, 
as well as health screenings for local children. In 2008, the project expanded  
its geographic area, reaching 92 communities and about 4,000 households, 
screening 1,653 children. In 2008, the project also developed a series of video 
educational materials and podcasts to raise public awareness and educate 
communities on Chagas prevention. 
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members also presented a workshop on pediatric cardiology and cardiac surgery 
for local cardiologists, cardiac surgeons and pediatricians. In June 2009, a team 
from Lucile Packard Children’s Hospital again traveled to Innova, this time for 
a full-team cardiac mission. Once again, team members provided educational 
sessions for a conference on pediatric cardiology geared towards pediatricians 
and primary care providers from across India. Ten children received lifesaving 
treatment, and funding was provided to support treatment for low-income 
children. Innova is Children’s HeartLink’s newest partner site in India. The 
main objective of this partnership is to support Innova in becoming the premier 
center of excellence for pediatric cardiac care in the state of Andhra Pradesh.

At the Amrita Institute of Medical Sciences (AIMS), Children’s HeartLink 
helped develop a sustainable model to build capacity and increase the quality  
of care based on expertise from leading cardiac programs like Lucile Packard 
Children’s Hospital at Stanford University and Children’s Hospital Boston.  
Last year, Children’s HeartLink sponsored a third visit by an infection control 
consultant from North America. This continued training relationship resulted 
in the initiation of a formal study at Amrita on the impact of low-cost  
interventions on control of health care associated infections. 

Children’s HeartLink also provided support for Mohan Reddy, M.D., from Lucile 
Packard Children’s Hospital at Stanford University to attend and present at the 
10th Annual Conference of the Pediatric Cardiac Society of India, hosted and 
organized by AIMS. Dr. Reddy successfully performed two difficult operations 
and showed his technique of unifocalization to the surgeons and delegates at AIMS.

Children’s HeartLink’s work in India is supported by a generous grant from the 
Medtronic Foundation.

Kenya 
Nairobi—Nairobi Hospital

Children’s HeartLink’s involvement in East Africa spans more than 20 years, 
and has evolved into our current partnership with Nairobi Hospital and its 
cardiac program. Over the years, Children’s HeartLink has provided funding 
and support for a catheterization lab, on- and off-site training for numerous 
cardiac team members, a temporary residence for families of patients, assistance 
in forming a charitable foundation, financial support for needy patients,  
a rheumatic fever prevention program in four provinces, and critical medical 
supplies and equipment. In the past year, Children’s HeartLink provided 
financial support for lifesaving treatment of seven children at Nairobi Hospital. 
St. Jude Medical helped made this work possible through the donation of two 
mitral valves.

India 
Bangalore—Narayana Hrudayalaya 
Institute of Cardiac Sciences 
Hyderabad—Innova Children’s Heart Hospital  
Kochi—Amrita Institute of Medical Sciences

Each year in India, an estimated 270,000 
children are born with congenital heart 
disease. Without immediate intervention 
and care, 80,000 of these children will 
die. For nearly a decade, Children’s 
HeartLink has worked to improve 
prevention and treatment outcomes to 
address key issues relating to pediatric 
heart care in India.

Narayana Hrudayalaya Institute of 
Cardiac Sciences has been a Children’s 
HeartLink partner site since 2001. 
Under the leadership of Devi Shetty, 
M.D., this program has become a major 
cardiac center in India, performing  
more than 25 open heart operations 
each day. Last year, Children’s HeartLink 
supported a volunteer clinical pharmacist  
from Children’s of Minnesota who  
spent a week assessing the clinical 
pharmacy program at Narayana and 
providing recommendations for future 
development and training. Children’s 
HeartLink also contributed funds to 
support the treatment of 13 needy 
children at Narayana, six of whom were 
brought from Pakistan, and assisted in 
transporting an Iraqi patient with a 
congenital heart defect to Narayana for 
an assessment of treatment options.

In July 2008, a small cardiac team from 
Lucile Packard Children’s Hospital at 
Stanford University traveled for an 
assessment visit to Innova, where team 



“The language of health is heard in the heart.”
— Michael Leavitt, former U.S. Secretary of Health and Human Services



Looking Ahead
While Children’s HeartLink celebrates the  
accomplishments we’ve made in the last 40 years,  
we are humbled by how much work remains.  
We are extremely well positioned to stride forward 
and continue our success. Some of our key assets 
include:

• �Our global leadership in the development of pediatric  
cardiac care programs in underserved countries

• �Our strong relationships with outstanding medical 
institutions and leaders in the cardiac care field  
from countries all over the world 

• Our depth of experience and record of success

• �Our talented, experienced staff and a proven model 
for sustainable program development and operations

Our enthusiasm for our work is boundless, and we  
are eagerly beginning to execute on our strategic plan 
for the next few years. In addition to expanding the 
depth and breadth of our engagement with existing 
partners, we are positioning Children’s HeartLink to 
be an acknowledged force of change to help advance 
pediatric cardiac care in the world. We will undertake 
regional strategies to support and nurture the  
development of local leadership in the communities 
our partner sites serve. These regional strategies  
will enable us to target our assessment and delivery 
methods and will also increase the awareness of our 
work far beyond our partner sites.

We look forward to continuing our journey  
alongside our beloved, generous partners,  
volunteers and donors. 



Statements of Financial Position                                                      Years ended June 30, 2009 and 2008

expenses by activity

81% Program Expenses
14% Fundraising
5% Management

81%

5% 

14% 

Assets
assets	 2009	 2008 
Cash and cash equivalents	 $1,221,255	 $1,454,331 
Cash – held for others	 4,345	 - 
Contributions and other receivables	 104,418	 18,887 
Prepaid expenses	 10,847	 11,404 
Property and equipment, net	 191,284	 204,128

	 Total assets	 $1,532,149	 $1,688,750

Liabilities and Net Assets
liabilities 
Accounts payable	 $67,610	 $43,617 
Due to hospital sites	 20,000	 10,000 
Funds held for others	 4,345	 - 
Accrued payroll and benefit liabilities	 35,526	 10,089 
Deferred revenue	 42,500	 157,948 
Beneficiary payable	 21,848	 21,848

	 Total liabilities	 191,829	 243,502

net assets 
Unrestricted	 932,232	 1,010,015 
Temporarily restricted	 408,088	 435,233

	 Total net assets	 1,340,320	 1,445,248

	 Total liabilities and net assets	 $1,532,149	 $1,688,750



Statements of Activities                                                                      Years ended June 30, 2009 and 2008

“Children’s HeartLink saves the lives of children who would otherwise die, giving them a lifetime of opportunity that 
children in developed countries take for granted. The volunteers and support that provide the resources for Children’s 
HeartLink programs results in an international diplomacy that brings all of us closer together.” 
	 — Andrew F. Nelson, Executive Director of the HealthPartners Research Foundation, Vice President of HealthPartners 
	      and Children’s HeartLink, Chair, Board of Directors

			   temporarily	 total		  temporarily	 total
revenue and other support	 unrestricted	 restricted	 2009	 unrestricted	 restricted	 2008
Contributions	 $285,723	 $350,360	 $636,083	 $405,292	 $661,275	 $1,066,567 
Donated goods and services	 793,644	 -	 793,644	 767,378	 -	 767,378	
Special events and activity, revenue of  
	 $902,542 and $856,456 in 2009 and 2008,  
	 respectively, net of direct benefit to donors 
	 of $269,627 and $254,129, respectively	 632,915	 -	 632,915	 602,327	 -	 602,327 
Interest and other income	 11,058	 -	 11,058	 28,379	 -	 28,379 
Net assets released from restrictions	 377,505	 (377,505)	 -	 419,786	 (419,786)	 -

	 Total revenue and other support	 2,100,845	 (27,145)	 2,073,700	 2,223,162	 241,489	 2,464,651

expenses 
Program expenses	 1,764,931	 -	 1,764,931	 1,662,305	 -	 1,662,305 
Management and general	 108,159	 -	 108,159	 116,796	 -	 116,796 
Special events and activities	 118,802	 -	 118,802	 120,347	 -	 120,347 
Other fund-raising	 186,736	 -	 186,736	 155,711	 -	 155,711

	 Total expenses	 2,178,628	 -	 2,178,628	 2,055,159	 -	 2,055,159

change in net assets	 (77,783)	 (27,145)	 (104,928)	 168,003	 241,489	 409,492

net assets—Beginning of year	 1,010,015	 435,233	 1,445,248	 842,012	 193,744	 1,035,756

net assets—End of year	 $932,232	 $408,088	 $1,340,320	 $1,010,015	 $435,233	 $1,445,248



children’s heartlink staff

President 
Elizabeth Perlich Sweeney

Vice President and Director of  
International Programs

Estelle Brouwer

Director of Medical Diplomacy 
Mary Pawlenty

Director of Development 
Tammy Hettinger

Director of Marketing & Communications 
Carrie Ellis

International Programs Advisor 
John Cushing, Jr., MHA

Donor Relations Coordinator 
Tane S. Danger

Events Manager 
Katie Heinemann

Events Coordinator 
Jessica Smith-Schuh

International Programs Manager 
Bistra Zheleva

International Programs Coordinator 
Andreas Tsakistos

Finance Director 
Barb Simonson, C.P.A.

Office Manager and International  
Programs Assistant

Carissa Johnson

board of directors

Cofounder 
Joseph Kiser, M.D., Retired Cardiac Surgeon

Chair 
Andrew Nelson, HealthPartners Research Foundation

Vice Chairs 
Keith Halleland, Halleland Lewis Nilan & Johnson 
Keith Sherman, Dalton Sherman, Inc.

Secretary 
Thomas Armitage, M.D., Medtronic Cardiac Surgery

Treasurer 
David Andreas, Private Investor

Medical Director 
Joseph A. Dearani, M.D., Mayo Clinic

Members  
Gerald Anderson, Commerce Bank

	 Thomas Bach, Delta Air Lines
	 Joel Conner, Bellisio Foods
	 John Eisberg, Robins, Kaplan, Miller and Ciresi L.L.P.
	 George Fazio, St. Jude Medical
	 Gary Fink, Museum, “Louvre It or Leave It”
	 Susan Gebelein, Personnel Decisions International
	 Franck Gougeon, AGA Medical Corporation
	 Ajay Gupta, Ernst & Young L.L.P.
	 Jim Jacobson, Medica
	 Molly Joseph, UnitedHealth Group
	 Thomas Keller III, Moss & Barnett P.A.
	 Thomas Kigin, Minnesota Public Radio
	 Besse Maragos, Schilling Travel
	 Emmett McMahon, Robins, Kaplan, Miller  

	 and Ciresi L.L.P.
	 Mahendra Nath, Nath Companies
	 Eric Olsen, Great River Energy
	 Royce Pepin, Philanthropist
	 James Rice, Ph.D., Integrated Healthcare Strategies
	 Mark Rosen, WCCO TV
	 Stephanie Nicoloff Schoening, Community Leader
	 Marianne Short, Dorsey & Whitney
	 Cindie Smart, Smart Legal Assistance
	 David Wicker, Tekton Strategies

Innova Children’s Heart Hospital—Hyderabad, India: 
Prisha is a bright-eyed three-and-a-half-year-old girl who 
was diagnosed with multiple ventricular septal defects 
when she was five months old. Prisha lives with her 
mother and father in Mumbai, about 400 miles west  
of Hyderabad. Dr. Mohan Reddy, from Lucile Packard 
Children’s Hospital at Stanford University, performed  
a successful operation on Prisha in June 2009.

staff and board of directors 2008–2009



	 Current Partner Sites

	são josé do rio preto, brazil	 Hospital de Base

	 changchun, china	 Jilin Heart Hospital

	 chengdu, china 	 First and Second West China University Hospitals of Sichuan University

	 lanzhou, china 	 First Hospital of Lanzhou University

	 shanghai, china 	 Shanghai Children’s Medical Center

	 loja province, ecuador	 Loja Province

	 manabí province, ecuador	 Manabí Province

	 bangalore, india	 Narayana Hrudayalaya Institute of Cardiac Sciences

	 hyderabad, india	 Innova Children’s Heart Hospital

	 kochi, india	 Amrita Institute of Medical Sciences

	 nairobi, kenya	 Nairobi Hospital

	 kuala lumpur, malaysia	 Institut Jantung Negara (National Heart Institute)

	 cape town, south africa	 Red Cross War Memorial Children’s Hospital

	 kyiv, ukraine	 Ukrainian Children’s Cardiac Center

	 minnesota, united states	 Children’s HeartLink Headquarters

	 ho chi minh city, vietnam	 Nhi Dong 1 (Children’s Hospital 1)

Minnesota, United States

Loja Province, Ecuador
Nairobi, Kenya

Cape Town, South Africa

Kochi, India
Bangalore, India

Kyiv, Ukraine

Lanzhou, China

Chengdu, China

Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam

Changchun, China

Shanghai, China

Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia

São José do Rio Preto, Brazil

Hyderabad, India

Manabí Province, Ecuador
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