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“...The most important thing I’ve learned is not something technical, 
but seeing the spirit, the dedication...to be a very effective part of a 
cardiac team. I learned how to spread what I learned to other people, 
to every member of this team. To be an educator and a trainer is 
very important, too, because a team cannot win if there’s only one 
champion.” —  Dr. Gan, West China Hospital
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Dear Friends of Children’s HeartLink,
The incidence of heart defects knows no geographic or socioeconomic border. 
Approximately one in 120 babies is born with one — almost anywhere you go.  
Also universal is a parent’s love and concern for a sick child. It is as fierce in Brazil, 
Vietnam, India or China as it is in the United States. The inconsistency, however, 
is in the access to health care. Many children with heart defects, who could have 
a good quality of life with surgical or interventional repair, do not have access to 
treatment or even accurate diagnosis. Many of them die. Children’s HeartLink 
is working to change that by building capacity in pediatric cardiac care. The 
knowledge exists; it just needs to be shared with those who need it. We make the 
connections. We connect doctors to doctors, nurses to nurses, teams to teams, 
learners to education and training, and patients — children — to medical care. 

Our business model is to help build and support sustainable programs with 
carefully selected partners around the world. We nurture long-term training 
and mentoring relationships so that our partners can become regional centers 
of excellence. And we empower them to continue the spread of education and 
training in their own communities. 

Our model works because we have eager and committed international partners, 
outstanding and giving medical volunteers, generous financial contributors, a 
dedicated and experienced staff, and a wonderful board — all of whom come 
together to engage and support us in our continuing efforts to extend Children’s 
HeartLink’s unique way of caring for children even further into the world. I’m 
thrilled to report that Children’s HeartLink has had a tremendously successful 
year. We finished our fiscal year especially strong, with just over eleven percent 
growth in revenue. Another highlight is the addition of a new partner site in 
Chandigarh, India, which will work in partnership with medical volunteers from 
Children’s Hospital Boston. These are new and very promising relationships for us. 
We are growing, and we are expanding.

Life
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We are also building our reputation as a global leader in sustainable pediatric 
cardiac care. This year, we introduced our new International Advisory Board,  
co-chaired by former Secretary of Health and Human Services Tommy G. 
Thompson and former Senate Majority Leader Tom Daschle. We look  
forward to the expertise, advocacy and new connections this advisory board  
will bring to our organization. 

On behalf of everyone who is a part of the Children’s HeartLink family,  
thank you for your concern, your skills, your financial support and your friendship. 
Thank you for another amazing year! 

Sincerely,

Elizabeth Perlich Sweeney
President, Children’s HeartLink

A patient’s grandmother expresses her gratitude that her granddaughter will receive treatment at Innova Children’s Heart Hospital in Hyderabad, India. 
Photo: Sam Mohan,  yolkstudio.com
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Working together, in concert
Congenital heart disease (CHD) is a global problem, and the majority of children 
suffering from it do not receive adequate care. For example, each year in Brazil, 
an estimated 28,000 children are born with CHD. However, only about 6,000 
Brazilian children receive cardiac surgery per year. The disparity is even starker 
in India, where an estimated 215,000 children with CHD are born each year, 
yet only about 6,000 children receive a heart operation annually. For the rest 
of the affected children, the reality is that many won’t survive. 

This gap between patient need and accessible treatment is a story told again and 
again in the countries where Children’s HeartLink works, and it is not an easy one 
to hear. But for over 40 years, Children’s HeartLink has been working alongside 
our partners and medical volunteers to support our partner health care programs 
in strengthening the knowledge, skills and abilities of their pediatric cardiac teams. 
By providing training and mentoring programs that each site needs, we help our 
partners become sustainable centers of excellence so that ultimately, our vision of 
children the world over having ready access to quality cardiac care will be realized. 

For Children’s HeartLink, doing this work requires a commitment to work 
together in a spirit of collaboration, shared responsibility, open communication 
and commitment of resources. As Ron Kalich, a supporter who accompanied us 
on a training visit to Brazil, said, “What I saw in the operating room was like a 
symphony — on the Brazilian side, you could see that people were really trying to 
absorb what they were seeing, what they were learning. It was excellent.”

Producing a symphony requires the talents and the collaboration of numerous 
musicians, and we are thankful for the remarkable contributions of our medical 
volunteers, who share their experiences and expertise gained at outstanding 
medical institutions from around the world, including Birmingham Children’s 
Hospital in the United Kingdom, Children’s Hospitals and Clinics of Minnesota, 
Children’s Hospital Boston, Mayo Clinic, New York Presbyterian Hospital, 
The Hospital for Sick Children in Toronto, Seattle Children’s Hospital, 

Heart

CHL110003_CHL-Annual Report   6 12/6/11   5:02 PM



7

Stanford University’s Lucile Packard Children’s Hospital, University of 
Minnesota Amplatz Children’s Hospital, and Gleneagles, National University 
and KK Women’s and Children’s Hospitals in Singapore. By capitalizing on 
their kindness, generosity and skill, Children’s HeartLink is able to build 
capacity and promote sustainable, high-quality cardiac care for children, 
touching thousands of lives around the world. 

Thank you for your continuous support.

Sincerely,

Joseph A. Dearani, M.D.
Medical Director, Children’s HeartLink
Chair, Division of Cardiovascular Surgery, Mayo Clinic

A patient smiles with her mother at Hospital de Base in Brazil. Photo: Eloisa Mattos
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Our Programs: Collaborating for Children 
Our purpose is to assure that children around the world have access to quality care 
for the treatment of heart disease. In partnership with key stakeholders, we aspire 
to achieve our purpose by:

• Supporting the development of self-sustaining centers of excellence in pediatric 
and congenital cardiac care in areas of need

• Empowering medical professionals to meet the needs of children with 
heart disease

• Supporting communities surrounding partner sites to coordinate resources 
that facilitate access

Niya Antony, a patient at Amrita Institute of Medical Sciences in Kochi, India, received treatment during  
an interventional cardiology training workshop conducted with support from St. Jude Medical, Inc. Photo: Bistra Zheleva 
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Our Programs: How we work

Children’s HeartLink improves access to quality pediatric cardiac care by 
helping pediatric cardiac programs in areas of need become sustainable regional 
centers of excellence. Children’s HeartLink works in partnership with our many 
dedicated medical volunteers to provide training, mentoring and capacity-building 
opportunities that meet the unique needs of our partner sites. Our work with 
partner sites can include:

• Organizing and facilitating full team cardiac training visits

• Sponsoring specialized off-site training in the developed world for partner 
site staff

• Organizing consultant or small team visits to meet the specialized needs of our 
partner sites, such as infection prevention and control

• Supporting distance learning opportunities

• Supporting participation in quality measurement, monitoring and 
improvement activities

• Supporting partner sites in educating parents and other family caregivers in the 
most effective ways to care for their child at home after open heart surgery

When local circumstances call for it, we also work with governments and 
other organizations. In all our work on behalf of children, we rely on the  
tools of collaboration, capacity building, accountability and, most important 
of all, friendship. 

Children’s HeartLink has been facilitating capacity building for pediatric cardiac 
care for many years. Our phased support approach guides our clinical and 
organizational capacity building with partner sites. Our volunteers provide the 
core clinical expertise, as well as training and mentoring resources, for all phases 
of the approach. The phased approach is flexible, allowing Children’s HeartLink 
to support our partner sites effectively while maintaining focus on the long-term 
goals of sustainability and improved quality and accessibility of care, so that 
ultimately, more children will receive the care they need.

Approximately 1 in 120 children 
is born with a heart defect.
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Commitment

Highlights of Our Accomplishments
Children’s HeartLink reached out in new and exciting ways in fiscal year 2011, 
to our partner sites and beyond. We dedicated increased human and financial 
resources to capacity building for pediatric cardiac care — supporting clinical 
training and organizational and leadership development in six countries, and 
reaching out to the communities and regions surrounding our partner sites 
through expanded training initiatives for groups of medical practitioners. 

We provided a range of educational and technical assistance opportunities for 
pediatric cardiac professionals in the developing world, including:

• Eight full team cardiac training visits to partner sites by our volunteer teams

• Six small team and consultant visits to partner sites

• Four off-site training experiences for partner site staff to visit and learn from 
leading pediatric cardiac programs

• Four workshops in India for groups of medical professionals from our partner 
sites’ communities

Children’s HeartLink also:

• Convened two meetings involving representatives of several of our partner sites 
to encourage networking and sharing of best practices

• Added a new partner site — Post Graduate Institute of Medical Education and 
Research in Chandigarh, India

Children’s HeartLink welcomed long-time partner site Amrita 
Institute of Medical Sciences in Kochi, India, as the first Children’s 
HeartLink Global Partner in Pediatric Cardiac Care and Training.
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Children’s HeartLink Partner Program Locations

Children’s HeartLink Headquarters
Minnesota, United States

Cape Town, South Africa

São José do Rio Preto, Brazil

Loja and Manabi Provinces, Ecuador

Kyiv, Ukraine

Lanzhou, China

Changchun, China

Chengdu, China
Shanghai, China

Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam

Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia

Hyderabad, India

Chandigarh, India

Bangalore, India
Kochi, India

Ecuador
Tropical Disease Institute 
of Ohio University, Catholic 
University of Ecuador
Brazil
Hospital de Base, São José do 
Rio Preto
South Africa
Red Cross War Memorial 
Children’s Hospital, Cape Town
Ukraine
Ukrainian Children’s Cardiac 
Center, Kyiv

India
Post Graduate Institute 
of Medical Education and 
Research, Chandigarh
Innova Children’s Heart 
Hospital, Hyderabad
Narayana Hrudayalaya 
Institute of Cardiac Sciences, 
Bangalore
Amrita Institute of Medical 
Sciences, Kochi

China
Jilin Heart Hospital, 
Changchun
First Hospital of Lanzhou 
University, Lanzhou
West China Hospital #1 of 
Sichuan University, Chengdu
Shanghai Children’s Medical 
Center, Shanghai

Vietnam
Nhi Dong 1 (Children’s 
Hospital 1), Ho Chi Minh City
Malaysia
Institut Jantung Negara 
(National Heart Institute), 
Kuala Lumpur

Highlights of Our Accomplishments
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An eventful year
Children’s HeartLink is fortunate to partner with globally oriented businesses 
and individuals who are passionate about the welfare of children suffering from 
heart disease. While fundraising is the focus of Children’s HeartLink events, the 
combination of exciting entertainment, showcase venues and enthusiastic guests 
makes each one better than the last. This year’s events were a testament to the 
imagination and dedication of the volunteers, whose gifts of time and talent yield 
incredible dividends for our partner programs and the people they serve. 

Unity

Heart to Heart 2011 
Our Valentine’s Day event helped raise nearly $60,400 for Children’s HeartLink. 
Gourmet supermarkets Lunds and Byerly’s created Tiramisu for Two, the perfect 
Valentine’s Day dessert, and proceeds from each sale benefited Children’s 
HeartLink. Lunds and Byerly’s also created $1, $5 and $10 tear-tags for customers 
to make donations to Children’s HeartLink at check out during the Heart to 
Heart campaign. Lunds and Byerly’s sponsored a tiramisu tasting in every Twin 
Cities location, featuring blue ribbon baker Marjorie Johnson, TV personalities 
Sven Sundgaard and Pat Evans, as well as Cities 97 radio host Brian (BT) Turner.

The Leadership Emergence and Development Project (LEAD) 
LEAD, a nonprofit organization that engages young professionals in the charitable 
and philanthropic community of the Twin Cities, hosted a Valentine’s Day party 
benefiting Children’s HeartLink. From LEAD with Love: A Benefit for Children’s 
HeartLink was held at Theatre de la Jeune Lune and featured a silent auction, 
dancing, drinks, a cupcake bar and DJ Strange Love. The event raised $7,500 for 
Children’s HeartLink.

Volunteers Bess Heyer (left) and 
Emily Dale (right) hand out 
tiramisu samples at the Highland 
Park, Minnesota, Lunds store. Dale 
is a former Children’s HeartLink 
intern, now working in birth defects 
prevention, monitoring and analysis. 
Heyer was born with Ebstein’s  
anomaly and has had two open 
heart surgeries (by none other than 
Children’s HeartLink Medical 
Director, Dr. Joseph A. Dearani).

CHL110003_CHL-Annual Report   12 12/6/11   5:02 PM



13

19th Annual heartLINKS Golf Invitational
The 19th Annual heartLINKS Golf Invitational was held at the Golden Valley 
Golf and Country Club. Hosted by Mark Rosen, WCCO-TV sports director, 
the event featured an exciting day of golf, the MillerLite Oasis, cocktail 
reception, award ceremony, silent auction, raffle and heart-warming program 
from volunteer pediatric cardiologist Shanthi Sivanandam, M.D. Contests such 
as Chipotle’s Beat-the-Pro, Putt to the Summit, Longest Drive and Closest to 
the Pin provided a competitive atmosphere for golfers’ enjoyment. This year’s 
event raised $86,500 for Children’s HeartLink.

2010 HeartLink Gala
The 2010 HeartLink Gala brought together nearly 650 guests and volunteers at 
the Hilton Minneapolis to celebrate the beauty of healing. Dedicated honorary 
chairs Wendy Bennett and Ken Powell, chief executive officer and chairman 
of the board at General Mills, helped us surpass our sponsorship goal, which, 
combined with the results from our silent and live auctions, helped us reach our 
fundraising goal. The 2010 HeartLink Gala raised approximately $640,000 for 
our work on behalf of children. The guests were treated to performances by the 
Modern Indian Dance Academy, R.G.K. Dance and Fitness Studio, Students 
of Ragamala Dance and the Minnesota Boychoir  — all of whom donated their 
time and talents. 

In India, less than 5% of babies born 
with critical CHD actually undergo cardiac surgery 

or any other form of intervention.
Saxena, Anita. “Congenital cardiac surgery in the less privileged regions of the world,” 

Expert Review of Cardiovascular Therapy. 2009 Dec. 7(12):1621-9.

Students of Ragamala Dance 
perform at the 2010 HeartLink Gala. 
Photo: Kate Botwinski

Children’s HeartLink board 
member Eric Olsen golfs at the 
heartLinks Golf Invitational. 
Photo: Phoetic Images
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Corporations, 
foundations and  
organizations
$100,000+
Medtronic Foundation

$50,000 —$99,999
AGA Medical Corporation*
Boston Scientific
Edwards Lifesciences
St. Jude Medical, Inc.

$25,000—$49,999
The Hubbard Broadcasting 
Foundation
Pentair
Supervalu, Inc.
Target Corporation
U.S. Bank

$10,000—$24,999
Ahearn Family Foundation
Andreas Foundation
Cargill
Caribou Coffee Company, Inc. 
Dorsey & Whitney, LLP
Ecolab

Federated Insurance
George Family Foundation
McKinsey & Company, Inc.
Moss & Barnett P.A.
Pepsi Bottling Group, Inc.
Robins, Kaplan, Miller & Ciresi
Russell T. Lund 
Charitable Trust
The Tarsadia Foundation
United Healthcare

$5,000—$9,999
3M Health Care
Bellisio Foods
CBX
Children’s Hospitals and 
Clinics of Minnesota
Frito Lay
Great River Energy
Minnesota Twins
Nath Family Foundation
The C. Charles Jackson 
Foundation
The LEAD Project
US Foods
West Metro Medical 
Society Alliance

$1,000—$4,999
Airworthy Aerospace
Alerus Financial
America’s Charities
American Legion Auxiliary 
Dept. of Illinois
Brown and Brown
Combined Federal Campaign 
of the National Capital Area
Dorsey & Whitney Foundation
Financial Executives 
International
Fulcrum Consulting
Good Samaritan United 
Methodist Church
Gray Plant Mooty
Greater Twin Cities 
United Way
Hays Companies
Horizon Millings, LLC
Employees of IBM
International Parts 
Supply Corp.
Lazard Middle Market
Mortenson Family Foundation
Navarre Corporation
NightOwl Document 
Management Services, Inc.

Piper Jaffray
RAZR Marketing
RBC Wealth Management
Ritz Family Foundation
Sandvold & Associates
Synergy Graphics
Tankenoff Families Foundation
Thrivent Financials for 
Lutherans Foundation
UCare
United Way of the National 
Capital Area
Wayzata Community Church
Wells Fargo Private Bank

$500—$999
Airline Tariff Publishing 
Company
Carpet King
Combined Federal Campaign 
of the Chicago Area
Faegre & Benson, LLP
Fidelity Investments
Halleland Habicht
Employees of Kaiser 
Permanente
Minnesota Children’s Museum
PGN Foundation

*AGA Medical Corporation is now part of St. Jude Medical, Inc.

Please accept our heartfelt thanks
Thank you to all of our donors for their devotion and their concern for 
children. We are proud and honored to recognize their contributions.

Every effort has been made to ensure the accuracy of contributions made 
between July 1, 2010, and June 30, 2011. Please inform the development office 
at (952) 928-4860, ext. 23, of any oversights or inaccuracies and accept our 
apologies in advance. 

Generosity
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Phileona Foundation
Sapientia Law Group
Indiana State Employees’ 
Community Campaign
SUNY Geneseo Women’s 
Leadership Institute
TCF Financial Corp.
Tennant Company

$250—$499
Alpha Theta of the University 
of Wisconsin
Ameriprise Financial
Clarion-Limestone Area 
School District
Cold Stone Creamery
Combined Federal Campaign 
of the Gateway
Combined Federal Campaign 
of Overseas
Combined Federal Campaign 
of the San Antonio Area
SUNY Oneonta Multicultural 
Student Affairs
United Way of Long Island

Up to $249
Employees of American Express
American Legion Auxiliary 
Cecil Unit 15
American Legion Auxiliary 
Dept. of New Hampshire

American Legion Auxiliary 
Dept. of Vermont
American Legion Auxiliary 
Unit 73
American Legion Auxiliary 
Unit 139
American Legion Auxiliary 
Unit 169
American Legion Auxiliary 
Unit 185
Combined Federal Campaign 
of the Atlantic Coast
Combined Federal Campaign 
of Central Virginia
Combined Federal Campaign 
of the Coachella Valley & 
Twentynine Palms Area 
Combined Federal Campaign 
of Coastal Georgia
Combined Federal Campaign 
of Eastern Massachusetts
Combined Federal Campaign 
of Greater New Orleans
Combined Federal Campaign 
of the Greater North Carolina 
Area
Combined Federal Campaign 
of the Hawaii Pacific Area
Combined Federal Campaign 
of King County 
Combined Federal Campaign 
of the Los Angeles Area

Combined Federal Campaign 
of the Midlands Area
Combined Federal Campaign 
of the Northeast Florida 
Southeast Georgia Region
Combined Federal Campaign 
of Northern California
Combined Federal Campaign 
of Northern Lights
Combined Federal Campaign 
of Northwest Louisiana 
Combined Federal Campaign 
of Onslow County
Combined Federal Campaign 
of Potomac 
Combined Federal Campaign 
of Puerto Rico
Combined Federal Campaign 
of Southeastern North Carolina
Combined Federal Campaign 
of South Hampton Roads
Combined Federal Campaign 
of Sun Country 
Combined Federal Campaign 
of Wichita
eBay MissionFish
Engelsma Family Foundation
Geyen Group
Global Impact
Greater Capital Region SEFA
Horizon Agency

Jerry’s Foods
Network For Good
Philoptochos Society Athena
RedPrairie
St. George Greek Orthodox, 
Philoptochos Society
Stokes Auction Group
Truist
United Way California 
Capital Region
United Way of New York City
Uponor
Employees of Wells Fargo 

Individuals
$25,000+
Caroline Amplatz
The Estate of Sylvia Maizuss

$10,000—$24,999
Anonymous
Ann and Mike Ciresi
Marie and Ron Kalich
Kathy and Emmett McMahon
Alphe Provencher
Michael Rimland
Mary and David Wicker

Children’s Hospital Boston volunteers Ruth Brediger, R.N. (far right) and Bev Small, R.N. (second from right) work with nurses at Post Graduate Institute of Medical 
Education and Research in Chandigarh, India. Photo: Bistra Zheleva
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$5,000—$9,999
Debra K. and David L. Andreas
Liliane and 
Guillaume Bastiaens
Katina and Franck Gougeon
Jean and John Hedberg
Gretchen and Rick Jelinek
Ardelle Nicoloff
Dorothy and Robert Ollmann
Molly Joseph and 
Andrew Olson
Rick Olson
Darin and Vance Opperman
Judy and James Rice, Ph.D.
Lynda and Terry Sandvold
Mike and Elizabeth 
Perlich Sweeney

$1,000—$4,999
Eileen and Thomas L. 
Armitage, M.D.
Rachael and Craig Atkinson
Karen and Thomas Bach
Adam Pike and  
Roxann Barnes, M.D.
Stephanie Simon and 
Craig Bentdahl
Melissa and Samuel Bergstrom
Nancy and Paul Boddicker
Marianne and Brett Brewer
Susan Wyble and 
Kevin M. Busch
Sally K. Bye
Sarah and Jerry Caruso
Klerissa and John Church
Cinda Collins
Ann and Joseph A. 
Dearani, M.D.
Chintan Doshi
Katherine and Themis 
Economou, M.D.
Susan Kline and John Eisberg
Brynn and Jeff Evanson
William Farley
David Frauenshuh
Kay Fredericks
Deborah Giesen
Mary and John Gould
Sue and Jim Grahek
Kari and Pete Hainey
Sharon and Bill Hawkins
 

Cindy and Greg Heinemann 
Stacey Mills and Samuel Heins
Jane and Peter Hesslein, M.D.
Susan Gebelein and 
Richard Holcomb
Barb and George Isham
Andrea Kaufman and 
Jim Jacobson
Peggy Johnson
Victoria and Thomas Keller III
Laura and Joseph Kiser, M.D.
Barbara Kolb
Meghann McLouth and 
John Larkey
Susan and Richard Lundell
Usha Maddala
Besse Maragos
Judy McNamara
Jeanne and Thomas Morizio
Cindy and James Murphy
Sue and Dominique Najjar
Kelly and Andrew Nelson
Kim and Stafford Nelson
René Taylor Newman and 
Timothy R. Newman
Michael R. Nixt
Sonia C. Devick Odland and 
James M. Odland
Sara and Eric Olsen
Kristine and David  
Overman, M.D.
Susan and Carl Platou
Kenneth Leo Quaglio
Ajay Gupta and Jyothsna 
Rayadurg, M.D.
Emily and Brian Rice
Kathleen and Thomas Rogers
Maggie Gilbert and 
Robert Rosenbaum
Kimberly and Thomas Sabow 
Linda and David Saggau
Van and Jim Sanders
Michael Schmidt
Janet and Ron Schutz
Barb Simonson
Teresa and Ron Sit
Paul Swenson
Michael Towns, M.D.
Jill and John Trautz 
Deb and Tom Vanderheyden 
 

Anjali and Sameer Vijayakar 
Maureen Kucera-Walsh and 
Mike Walsh
Elizabeth and Rufus Winton

$500—$999
Brenda and Mike Arbeiter
Marney and Conley Brooks
Nancy Brown
Jeffrey and Allison 
Cabalka, M.D.
Connie and Bill Cameron
Kim and Paul Chaffin
Keith Cody
Kenneth Cole
Jean and David A. 
Dassenko, M.D.
Tiffany Petermeier and 
Sam Decker 
Beatrice Rothweiler and 
Neil Derechin, M.D.
Joe Donnelly
Janel Drews
Alea and Dan Dye
Margaret and George Eck
Paulette D. Engelby, R.N.
Becky and Damon Farber
Zachary Freedman 
Beverly Grossman 
Catherine and Tom Gump
Susan Haggberg
Lucy Halperin
Alyssa and Jon Hammar
Susan and Tom Handley
Carol and Jason Hoopman
Sharalyn K. and Bruce S. 
Johnson 
Erika and Herbert F. Kahler
Sharon King
Letizia and Murray Kornberg 
Carolyn and Bruce Leslie
Patricia Libbey
Sharon Lim
Catherine Loose
Bernadette and Joe Morrison
Maureen and Bill Olson
Jean and Jeff Paurus, R.N.
Rolf Peters
Jan and Paul Pitlick, M.D.
 
 

Marie Steiner, M.D. and  
Lee Pyles, M.D. 
Sonja Hutchinson and 
Rick Rohrer 
Marilyn and Steve Rothschild
Cinzia and Bob Schlicksup
Jeanne and Tom Schnack
Bob Snyder
Manisha Sokka
Cheryl Alexander Stearns 
and John Stearns
Jeffery Stein
Kenneth Stein, M.D.
Ida Belle R. Sweitzer
Bonnie Labosky and Jim Tallon
Ginna and David Wahoff
Amy and Alexander Ware
Dave Wendt
Pamela and Mark Wood

$250—$499
Vona and Alysia Adamidis
John Arvold
Amy and Stan Baratz
Bonnie and F. Blanton 
Bessinger, Jr., M.D.
Zuzzanne and Steve Broom
Elizabeth Soderberg and 
Andy Chollar
Jagdish Chugani
Carol Cushmore
J. Michael Dady
Julie and Scott Dean
Patti and Andrew Deckas
Estelle Brouwer and 
Gary DeCramer
Rachel and Burke Ellingson
Keith Fanselow
Sarah and Drew Fesler
Elena Breyter and Alex Fiksel
JoAnn and Gary Fink
Karen and Lorry Frankel, M.D.
John Germanson
Jan Conlin and Eugene Goetz
Amy Graham
Leah Hendrikson
Douglas Horst
Karen and Tom Jollie
Marlene B. and  
Thomas C. Kayser
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Cheryll A. and  
Joseph P. Kerzman
Karen Welle and 
Bill Kirchgessner
Shelley Koland
Christopher Kopka 
Mary Burns and 
Steve Kurachek, M.D.
Mia and David Liebl
Duane Lindahl
Elizabeth and Daniel Mayleben
Shefali Mehta
Maria and Jay Mellen
Bill Mershon
Nancy and Dennis Mills
Leni and David Moore, Jr.
Katie and Mark Mortenson
Katie and Nick Najjar
Marge and Randy Nelson
Karen and Michael 
Nowakowski
Lionel Ohayon
Cindy and Greg Page
Sylvia Perez
Dean Hilgers and 
Theresa Pesch, R.N.
Anne and Phil Pole
Kiara and David Powell
Holli and Jim Priebe
Theresa Putzier
Richard Revord
Onie and Gordon H. Ritz, Jr.
Maria and Paul Rog
Stephanie Nicoloff Schoening 
and Mark S. Schoening
Jessica Smith-Schuh and 
Brandon Schuh
Julie Larson Smithson and 
Michael Smithson
Emily and Jonas Starita
Michelle and Randy Strobel
Katey and Scott Taylor
Tracey and Steve Tipler
Lisa and Duke Uihlein
Betty I. and Robert A. 
Van Tassel, M.D.
Nancy and Wayne Vander Vort
Elizabeth and Mark Waterloo
Chloé Reppenhagen and 
Molly Wright
Jerold Zaro
Paul Zisla 
Kimberly and Daniel Zismer

Children’s HeartLink believes there is much to be gained for India’s pediatric 
cardiac care system and for the children of India by encouraging collaboration 
and communication among our partners in India. To that end, we have begun to 
facilitate development of a network of pediatric cardiac centers and stakeholders 
across the country. In October 2010 in Chennai, Children’s HeartLink convened 
its first meeting of this group. The overall goal of the meeting was to build 
relationships and encourage collaboration among our partners, in order to catalyze 
changes that will move the country toward a more effective system of pediatric 
cardiac care. As resources allow, Children’s HeartLink plans to convene the group 
annually to promote relationship building and to generate specific ideas and 
proposals for advancing pediatric cardiac care in India. 

At the Chennai meeting, three of our partners, Dr. Krishna Kumar with Amrita 
Institute of Medical Sciences in Kochi, Ms. Rohini Paul, R.N., with Narayana 
Hrudayalaya in Bangalore, and Dr. K.S. Murthy of Innova Children’s Heart 
Hospital in Hyderabad, reflected on what has been accomplished through their 
organizations’ years of collaborating with Children’s HeartLink. All three reported 
on meaningful changes and improvements in the care they provide to children 
as a result of their affiliation with Children’s HeartLink. They also discussed 
challenges, opportunities and hopes for the future of what they, Children’s 
HeartLink and others can do together to continue to improve pediatric cardiac 
care across India.

• Dr. Krishna Kumar noted that in India, support in building institutions is very 
much needed. That is something Children’s HeartLink has done for Amrita and 
can do for other pediatric cardiac programs. 

• Ms. Rohini Paul, R.N., noted that Narayana has benefited from Children’s 
HeartLink’s “goodness, kindness, generosity and fellowship.” She pointed out 
that Narayana Hrudayalaya is a complete multispecialty hospital, and that 
Children’s HeartLink support for Narayana has helped the hospital well beyond 
the pediatric cardiac program. 

• Dr. K.S. Murthy pointed out that, partly because of the support provided by 
Children’s HeartLink, the Indian pediatric cardiac community has reached 
a point where their experience can benefit other developing countries. He 
recommended that Children’s HeartLink work with national pediatric and 
cardiology societies as a catalyst and facilitator.

Our Work in India: Building on Success, Together

Staff at Innova Children’s Heart Hospital welcome medical volunteers during a cardiac training visit.  
Photo: Sam Mohan, yolkstudio.com
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One cardiac center caters to a population of 120,000 
in North America. In Asia, the ratio is one to 16 million. 
In Africa, one to 33 million. 
Pezzella, T. Worldwide maldistribution of access to cardiac surgery. Letter to the editor. 
Journal of Thoracic Cardiovascular Surgery. 2002; 123:1016.

Up to $249
Lauren B. and Walter L. 
Adamson 
Barb Adelman
George Agnew
Jason Aminto
Alicia and Kalo Amundson
Brian Anderson
Donna Anderson
Marina and John Antoniou
Jeorgia Appel-Cluckey
Cindi and Avery Appelman
Jerry Ann and 
Howard Applebaum
Patrick Aumer
Harriette H. Bach
Gregory Baire
Ruth and Jim Ballas
Shawna Marie Barger
Rebecca and Willem Bastiaens
Tiffany and Bart Bastiaens
Lucrece L. and Paul S. Bauer
Murray Beecher
Charlene Behne
Kiran and Kumar Belani, M.D.
Gaelle Beltran-Gremaud
Heidi Bergstrom
David Biderman
Marnie and Jeff Bigler
Matthew Bissonette
Bette Ann and Richard Bloom
Lutia Boddie
Barbara Bor, R.N., C.I.C.
Nancy Borgstrom
Bryan Bouchard
Debra Bougie

Julie A. Boulton
Maurielle Bowers
Pamalla Boyce
Paul Braun
Tim Briggs
Richard Broderick
Maria Bruun
Roselyne Buisseret
Kay and Nick Cahill
Cynthia and Marco Calabrese
Carolyn Calkins
Mary Kay and Charlie Callahan
Mary Ann Campbell
Kathie Canepa
Joet Holmberg and 
Gay Carpenter
Rickey Carroll
Steve Case
Miaja and Brendan Cassidy
Betty Cavouras
Stuart A. Chazin
Everett M. Christensen
Laura Christensen
Dodd Clasen
Maria and Thomas Coffman
Marcia and Dan Cohen, M.D 
Candy Cohn
The Rev. Anthony Coniaris
Mary Ann Constantine
Cindy Cordes, R.N.
Richard Cousins
Roberta and James Craig, M.D.
Jeff D’Aquila
Bob Daly 
Julie Verry and Dean Davidson

Egbe Dawodu
Kendra Dennis
Karen and Leslie Desnick
Jennifer and Lawrence Devore
Lara Dhingra
Laurie Henninger Diede, R.N.
Eugene Dirkes
Caroline Dornfeld
Meredith and Zeev Dragon
Russ Duehr
Daniel J. Durda
Marjorie and Brooks Edwards
Barbara Eiger
Kandace and David Ellis
Robert Epstein
Evie
Sarah Truesdell and 
David Etzwiler
Cheryl Fearer
Nancy J. Feldman
Rena and Michael Feldman
Susan Fink
Susan Firestone
Joy M. Fisher
Rick and Barbara Fisk
Pat and Amy Flanagan
Sally Forbes Friedman
Mary Ann and Richard Fossing
Donna and Larry Found
Gloria F. Freeman
Joan Froh 
Nidhi Gangadhar
Ronda Gapinski
Ben Gervais
Stacy Glaser

Benjamin Gold
Sherry Gold
Lynn and Alan Goldbloom
Bonnie Gomberg
Irene M. Grangaard
Abigail Gray
Paul Gray
Jack Greenberg and Family
Jennifer Gregor
Sally and Mike Grossman
Margaret Grote
Beth and Frank Grund

Karen Hansen and Bill Gurstelle
Karin Haas
Kathy Bjerke and Jim Haas
Rodney D. Hald
Margaret and Jeff Hall
Ross Halperin
William D. and Donna 
Holtan Halverstadt 
Susan and Brent Hames
Dorothy and Larry Hamm
Julie and Gordon E. Hampson
Grace Han
Gwen Hankinson
Judy and Martin Hansen
John J. Harrer
Alan Hecht
Dean A. Henderson
Chris Hermann
Barbara and Al Herstig
Stephanie L. and 
William T. Heyer
Mary Dee and George G. Hicks
Alison Hirtz
Steve Hogden
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Leslie Holman
Steven Holmes
Christine Hope
Mary Hughitt
Randy M. Ingram
Caroline Jackson
Alexandra and Irwin Jacobs
Elizabeth and Erik Jensen
Linda and Douglas Johnson
Deborah and Bill Johnston
Elvis A. Jones II
Irene and Jon Joseph, M.D.
Kathryn and Thomas Julian
Robert Kahle
Nischala Kale
Carrie Ellis and Jason Kalgreen
Irene and Ed Kaplan, M.D.
Margit Katz
R. Marianne Kaufmann
Claudia and William Kaul
Gloria Gunville and John Kaul
Juliana Keen
Peter Kell
David and Margaret 
Anderson Kelliher

Ann Kelly-Regan, R.N.
Donna Avery and Tom Kigin
Andy Kirschner
Barb and Mike Kiser
Emily Kohnke
Mary A. and Robert A. Kovell
Rosemary and George Kreutzer
Taylor Kristoffe-Jones
Allen Kropp
Mary Kuehl
Alice H. and Thomas B. 
Kullman
Pablo Kuntz
Elaine Labrocca
Peter Lallas
Liz Lambrecht
Andrew Landesman
Jane and George Larson
Laurie and Chris Larus
Virginia M. and William A. Lee
Lonso and Sandra 
Leinonen, R.N.
Abigail Leonard
Anne and Aidan Leonard
Cynthia A. Klassen-Leppink 
and Harold B. Leppink, M.D.

Susan E. and Hank Long
Yesenia Lopez-Rodriguez
Aaron Loss
Anne Lundberg
Carol K. and Daniel R. 
Luthringshauser
Mary A. and Thomas J. 
Maimares
Joanne Fioravant Makielski, R.N.
Mary B. Makredes
Lulu Chou and Amar Maktal
Peggy and Rodney Malikowski
David Marrese
Conor Marrinan
Bill Marshall
Aaron Martin
Linda and Joel Martin
Carrie and Paul Martinson
Julia O. Mason
Sripriya Mathur
Ingrid Mattsson
Daniel Mayer
James Patrick McCarthy, C.C.P.
Tim McCarthy
Donna and Mike McCormick

Audrey McFadden
Ann and Andrew McGinn
Jon McTaggart
Edward L. Mears
Leah Mendelson
Cynthia and Scott Mevissen
Benjamin Meyer
Josh Meyer
Lee Ann M. and Bruce R. Meyer
Gaetane Michaux
Jean-Louis Michaux
Laurie and John Miles
Angela Milinkovich
Brandon Miller
Lynne and Neal Miller
Jill Misgen, R.N.
JoanE and David Mitchell
Paulette Mitchell
Stuart Moffett
Anthony Mrkic
John and Jodi K. Muenkel, R.N.
Thomas Mulzac
Gregg Musiker
Elaine Nelson
 

Italo, a young patient in the ICU at Hospital de Base, waits with his father for his heart operation. Photo: Eloisa Mattos
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Leslie Otto and 
Alexander Nicoloff
Ngozi Nnadi
Mary O’Brien
Shanika Odoms
Kerry Olejniczak
Eric Oliver
Judith A. and Douglas A. Osland
Phyllis and Doug Ostergren
Beth and Jim Otto
Ann Lowry, M.D. and 
John Overton, Jr., M.D.
Eleanor Mischuck and 
Mary Pascale
Lynn and Kit Pennie
Mary Perlich
Joan Peterson
Jeanne Pfeiffer
Tam Doan and Tam Phan
Eric Phillips-Horst
Marjorie J. Pihl
Marie and Ray Pillai
Julie and Robert Plaetz
Dzianis Pliutau
Jean Launspach, M.D. and 
Tony Plucinski, M.D.
Sarah Powell
Julia Price
Carol Quail
Paula and Chris Rahill
Rachel Rahn
Liza Rao
Margaret Reimann
Kristin Midura Robinson, R.N.
Sylvia and Richard Rog
Gary Rooney
Mickey O’Kane and 
Richard Rosenberg
Felicia and Doug Ross
Lorraine A. and  
Kenneth L. Roufs
Justin Royer
Mary Jo and William A. 
Rusinak
Annamarie Saarinen
Ritu Sachdeva, M.D.
Krista Saunders
Pat and Bernard Schellenberg
Theodore Schenkelberg
Valerie Schmidt
Alexandra Schmidt-Ullrich
Frances Schwartz

Pryce Score
Ross Shaich
Carolyn and Arjun Sharma
Cari Trestman Shaw and 
Jeffrey Shaw, M.D.
Norman Silverman, M.D.
Bill Simpson
Shanthi Sivanandam, M.D.
Carin Skowronsky
Nicole and Peter Slattery
Tonya and John Slavsky
Kathy and Dan Smith
Myron Smith
Susan and Don Smith
Mary Solberg
Joan Spell
Christopher Stall
Amy and David Stene
Corinne and Timothy Sterling
Andrew Stewart
David B. Stewart
Lawrence E. Stirtz
Julie and Todd Stohlmeyer
Ann and Dan Stojevich
Anne and Robert Strachota
Meredith Sullivan
Leann and Gerry O. Sweet
Edward Swingen
Amanda Symes
Mary and Richard Tacheny
Renee Tasaka
Judith Taylor
Cathy Taylor-Sharp 
Theodore Taymans 
Jessica Thompson
Karen and Daniel Tich
Peter Tollefson
Janice Treat
Jeanette and Michael Tsakistos
Jon Turner
Justin Turner
Thomas Ucko
Karen and Robert Vanney
Candice and John D. Varco
Shaekea Vaughn
Sharon Vik
Sharon Walp
Erik Damon Walters
Madeline and Fredrick 
Washburn, M.D.

Six Children’s HeartLink Partners 
Participating in the International Quality 
Improvement Collaborative

One of the largest challenges in improving health care, 
in developing and developed countries alike, is the 
ability to collect data and measure outcomes. To address 
this issue in pediatric cardiac care in the developing 
world, in 2007 Children’s HeartLink joined a number 
of like-minded humanitarian organizations to found 
the International Quality Improvement Collaborative 
for Congenital Heart Surgery in Developing Countries 
(IQIC). The IQIC is managed by Children’s Hospital 
Boston and has a mission to reduce in-hospital and 
30-day mortality and major complications for children 
undergoing congenital heart surgery in developing world 
programs. Partners work together to identify risk factors 
related to mortality, provide data to evaluate program 
performance, and construct a framework for sustainable 
quality improvement. Monthly educational webcasts also 
take place, focusing on topics such as team-based practice, 
infection prevention and safe operating room practices.

Participation in the IQIC has grown from five pediatric 
cardiac programs in 2008 to 24 sites, six of which are 
Children’s HeartLink partners. Children’s HeartLink 
hopes that three more of its partner sites will join the 
IQIC in the near future. In fiscal year 2011 Children’s 
HeartLink invited participating partner sites to attend 
the annual IQIC meeting in Geneva, where they were 
able to connect with representatives of other IQIC sites, 
share experiences and best practices, and begin to build 
professional relationships with their peers around the world. 
 
IQIC founding partners included: Children’s Hospital 
Boston, Humanitarian Assocation Coeurs pour Tous 
in Geneva, Switzerland, KM Cherian Foundation in 
Chennai, India, and International Children’s Heart 
Foundation in Memphis, Tennessee.

Improving Quality and 
Outcomes, Saving Lives

A patient receives treatment in the ICU at Nhi Dong 1, a Children’s 
HeartLink partner in Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam. Photo: Bistra Zheleva
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Anita Wattier, R.N.
Karen and Dave Weathers
Jennifer Weaver
Gloria and Howard Weisskopf
Maria and Jeff Weness
Cailin Wertish
Carol Wilcox
Andrea Williams
Beth Williamson
Deborah Wilser
Marguerite P. and Alex Wilson
Laura and Teddy Wong
Sue and Alvin Zelickson
Paulina and Glen Zibley
Heather and Peter Zimmerman
Dianne and Ken Zylla

In-kind donors  
(companies)
3M
5-8 Club
A Sure Bet Casino Parties
Abdallah Candy and 
Gift Shoppe
AES Golf Instruction
AGA Medical Corporation*
Al Vento Restaurant
Alexis Bailly Vineyard
Aloft Minneapolis Hotel
Alora Ambiance
American Girl
Amy Zaroff Events + Design
Apple Jack Orchards
Arrowwood Resort Hotel and 
Conference Center
AT&T
Bacchus Wine and Spirits
Bar La Grassa
Bayview Event Center
BDM Agency
Big Ink Display Graphics
Birchwood Café
Blue Plate Restaurant Company
BMW of Minnetonka
Bonfire Restaurant Company
Bourget Imports
Brave New Workshop
Broders’
Bruegger’s
Buffalo Wild Wings

Bungalow 6 Design
Bunny’s Bar & Grill
Burl Oaks Golf Club
Café Latte
Café Maude
Callaway Golf Company
Canterbury Park
Cannon River Winery
Chanhassen Dinner Theatres
Char Crust
Chateau Ste. Michelle
Children’s Theatre Company
Chipotle
Christos Greek Restaurant
Chronicle Books
Cima Collina
Cocoa & Fig
Comedy Sportz Improv Theater
Complete Beverage Service
Cossetta Italian Market 
and Pizzeria
CRAVE
CREATE Catering + 
Dining Studio
Cuisinart
Custom Christmas Lighting
D’Amico and Partners
David’s Photography, Inc.
DeLonghi America, Inc.
Delta Air Lines
Devanadi Yoga
Di Majo Norante
Dr. Loosen Wines
EdinaHandyman
Eminence Organic Skin Care
Epitome Papers
Estetica Salon & Spa
Evening Land Vineyards
Famous Dave’s
Fat Lorenzo’s
Fireworks
Fishbowl Solutions
Fogo de Chao
FoodMatch
Four Seasons Hotel Dublin
Fuel Creative, LLC
Fulton Beer
Gaddere
Galen Labs
Game Day Experiences

Gandi Mahal India Restaurant
Gardens of Salonica
General Mills
Glenlo Abbey Hotel
Golden Valley Golf & 
Country Club
Grand Casino Mille Lacs 
Hinckley
Great River Energy
Great White Shark Enterprises
Haskell’s, Inc.
Heck Estates
Heidi’s Minneapolis
Heights Theatre
HerCut
Hilton Minneapolis
Hollywood Fashion Tape
Ichiban Japanese Steak House 
and Sushi Bar
Ingebretsen’s Scandinavan Gifts
Italian Tan
Izzy’s Ice Cream Café
James J. Hill Library
Jenn Cress Photography
Jessica Barker Photography
JJ’s Coffee and Wine Bar
Joe’s Garage Restaurant
Jura-Capresso, Inc.
Kane’s Catering
Kate Botwinski Photography
Katie Murphy Stationery
Kemps LLC
Kenwood Vineyard
La Petite Fleur
Laura Paulson Designs
Le Creuset America
Lemon Grass Thai Cuisine
LifeSpa and Salon
Luci Restaurants
M&S Grill
Mahady Creative Services
Main Street Winery
Mall of America
McCoy’s Public House
Media Loft
Metrokane, Inc.
Mezzetta
Microplane
Midtown Global Market
Miller Coors

Minnesota Children’s Museum
Minnesota Monthly
Minnesota Orchestra
Minnesota Twins Baseball Club
Minnesota Vikings
Minnesota Wild
Modern Café
My Talk 107.1 FM
National Karate
NatureMill
Nespresso USA
New Horizon Academy
NON-TOXIQUE
Old Dutch Foods, Inc.
One Dish at a Time
Opportunity Knocks
The Outing Lodge
Padilla Speer Beardsley
Pairings Food & Wine Market
Palmer Smokehouse
Pamwares
Paradise Charter Cruises
Parasole Restaurants
PastureLand Cooperative
Periscope
Pernod Ricard
Phoetic Images
Pinstripes
Pizzeria Lola
Potbelly Sandwich Works
Progressive Inc. 
Prom Catering
Prominence Photography
Red Stag Supper Club
Rice Paper
Ritz-Carlton
The Ritz-Carlton Dallas
Riverside Casino & Golf Resort
Rocca Family Vineyards
RuMe Bags, Inc.
Rustica Bakery
Rybicki Cheese
Sadie’s Fine Floral Design
Santorini Taverna & Grill
Scandinavian Child
Scanlan International
Schumachers Hotel and 
Grill 212
SCICOM Data Services
Sea Change Restaurant and Bar

*AGA Medical Corporation is now part of St. Jude Medical, Inc.
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Seattle Children’s Hospital
SEVEN Sushi UltraLounge 
and Skybar
Shapco
Simply Organic
Skin Rejuvenation Clinic
Society of Amateur Chefs
Solo Vino
Spill the Wine
Spoonriver
Sprecher Brewing Company
St. Croix Vineyards
St. Jude Medical, Inc.
St. Paul Saints
Stages Theatre Company
Star Tribune
Summer Harsh Botanical 
Artistry
Summit Brewing Company
Sundara Inn & Spa
TakeTwo
Talenti Gelato e Sorbetto
Tangle Town Gardens
Target
Tarte Cosmetics
Tiger Oak Publications
The Toro Company
Toshiba
TPC Twin Cities
Tricam Industries
True Fabrications
Tuttle’s
Unleash Your Inner Foodie
U.S. Bank FlexPerks
Valli Dell’etna Olive Oil
Vitamix Corporation
Voyager Bank
W.A. Frost
Water Park of America
Wayzata Spice Company
The Westwood House
Whitefish Lodge and Suites
Whole Foods
Wild Mountain
Wusthof-Trident of 
America, Inc. 
Xcel Energy Center
Zed, Inc. 
Zelo
Zoku, LLC. 

In-kind donors  
(individuals)
Robert Alexander
Cindy Anderson
Robin Asbell
Joseph A. Dearani, M.D.
Susan Kline and John F. Eisberg
Doris Fortino
Zoë François
Jim Haas
Cindy Hacker
David Housewright
Raghavan Iyer
Paul Johnson
Lynne Rosseto Kasper
Julie Klassen
William Kent Krueger
Susan and Mark Lacek
Lorna Landvik
Teo Guat Ling
Josephine Mangano
Besse D. Maragos
James Patrick McCarthy
Paulette Mitchell
Andrew and Kelly Nelson
Kris Nielsen
Michelle and Bill Pohlad
Shannon Ridge
Rick Rodgers
Joe Schwarz
Sriram Shankar, M.D.
Alan Strang
Alissa Herron Super
Mary Tan
Andrew Weber

In honor of
David Abramson’s Birthday 
Alexandra and Irwin Jacobs
Carol, Stuart, Mara and 
Reed Adler 
Bette Ann and Richard Bloom
All my patients born with 
heart disease 
Ritu Sachdeva, M.D.
Laura Barboza 
Paul Swenson
David Bickel 
Sally K. Bye
Madeleine Bickel 
Sally K. Bye

Allison Cabalka, M.D. 
Julia Price 
Myron Smith
Children’s HeartLink Staff 
Besse Maragos 
Barb Simonson
Children’s Wedding 
Gayle and Mike Ahearn
John Cushing, Jr. 
Donna Anderson
Irene and George D’Antonio 
Elaine Labrocca
Joseph A. Dearani, M.D. 
Marnie and Jeff Bigler
Lisa Deever’s Birthday 
Ann Kelly-Regan, R.N.
Etai Dragon’s 3rd Birthday 
Meredith and Zeev Dragon 
Susan Firestone 
Bonnie Gomberg
Peter Epstein and Richard 
Halperin 
Anonymous 
George Agnew 
Jason Aminto 
Murray Beecher 
Gaelle Beltran-Gremaud 
Matthew Bissonette 
Roselyne Buisseret 
Sung Choe 
Candy Cohn 
Kenneth Cole 
Aaron Couch 
Richard Cousins 
Jeff D’Aquila 
Kendra Dennis 
Lara Dhingra 
Marsha Epstein 
Robert Epstein 
Evan Erlebacher 
Linda Evans 
Jeff and Brynn Evanson 
Benjamin Gold 
Sherry Gold 
Kevin Goldman 
Abigail Gray 
Paul Gray 
Lucy Halperin 
Ross Halperin 
Steve Hogden 
Christine Hope 
Douglas Horst 
David Howard 
Peter Kell 
Andrew Landesman 
Linda Landesman 
Abigail Leonard 
Lulu Chou and Amar Maktal 
Audrey McFadden 
Ian McFadden 
Leah Mendelson 
Benjamin Meyer 
Josh Meyer 
Gaetane Michaux 
Jean-Louis Michaux 
Brandon Miller 
Lynne and Neal Miller 
 

Stuart Moffett 
Anthony Mrkic 
Thomas Mulzac 
Lionel Ohayon 
Eric Phillips-Horst 
Liza Rao 
Ana Catalina Rojas 
Krista Saunders 
Theodore Schenkelberg 
Alexandra Schmidt-Ullrich 
Theodore Taymans 
Daniel Weise 
Jerold Zaro
The Fans of Franken Reagan 
Andy Kirschner
Bertha Froh 
Joan Froh
Autumn Ginn 
Tanya and Jon Turner
Global Tax Network 
Barbara Kolb
Ravi Goel, M.D. 
Greenberg Family
Katina and Franck Gougeon 
Anonymous
Franck Gougeon’s Birthday 
Anne and Robert Strachota
Lowen Grodnick’s 
Speedy Recovery 
Jerry Ann and Howard 
Applebaum
Karin Haas 
Kathleen Bjerke and 
James Haas
Brian Herstig 
Barbara and Al Herstig
Elizabeth Heyer 
Stephanie L. and 
William T. Heyer
Behren Hirtz 
Alison Hirtz
Innova Children’s Heart 
Hospital, Hyderabad, India 
Kristin Midura Robinson, R.N.
Peggy and Carissa Johnson 
Caroline Jackson
Michael Klovanich 
Bette Ann and Richard Bloom
Susan Lewis 
Juliana Keen
Searcy and John Lillehei’s 
Special Birthdays 
Cari Trestman Shaw and 
Jeffrey Shaw, M.D.
Lundy and Davis, LLP 
Schmidt & Clark
Mary B. Makredes’ Birthday 
Ruth and Jim Ballas
Balaji Mathur 
Sripriya Mathur
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Sarah McTaggart 
Jon McTaggart
Regan Joy Miley 
Mary O’Brien
Brynn Aila Moritz 
Anonymous
Charles S. Neal 
Deborah Wilser
Turner Neal 
Karin Haas
Peter Nickitas’ 50th Birthday 
Mary B. Makredes
Dr. Mark Nissen’s 
Special Birthday 
Cari Trestman Shaw and 
Jeffrey Shaw, M.D. 
Mary Perlich 
Sally K. Bye
The Marriage of Jennifer 
Jacobson and Chris Peterson 
Joan Peterson
Amelia Schellenberg 
Pat and Bernard Schellenberg
Wendy Schivar’s PhD 
Graduation 
Joan Peterson
Mike and Elizabeth 
Perlich Sweeney 
Sally K. Bye
Elizabeth Perlich Sweeney 
Elizabeth and Erik Jensen
Elizabeth Perlich Sweeney’s 
Birthday 
Sally K. Bye
Jean and Roger Sorenson 
Bette Ann and Richard Bloom
Shelly and Bob Spiro 
Bette Ann and Richard Bloom
University of Minnesota 
Amplatz Children’s Hospital 
Pediatric Cardiology Team 
Paul, Annamarie, Jack,  
Elle and Eve Saarinen
Vickery & Waldner 
Schmidt & Clark

Dr. Julie Vincent 
Greenberg Family
Sharon Winsness 
Bette Ann and Richard Bloom

In memory of
Kit Arom, M.D. 
Sylvia and Richard Rog
Jean Austin 
Jeanette and Michael Tsakistos
Hannah Benedum 
Heidi Bergstrom
Ellis Bergstrom 
Melissa and Samuel Bergstrom 
Richard Broderick
Tim Britt 
Maria and Jay Mellen
Ian P. Campbell 
Mary Ann Campbell
Marian Clay 
The Rev. Anthony Coniaris
Anthony Demos 
Joan Spell
James Demos 
Mary Ann Constantine
Benjamin Michael Dercks 
Judith Taylor
Phyllis Fletcher 
Linda and Douglas Johnson 
Jane and George Larson
Jim Fuller on Father’s Day 
Candice and John D. Varco
Stephanie M. Giesen 
Deborah Giesen
Jerome D. Granlund 
Ardelle Nicoloff
Bruce Johnson, M.D. 
Ann Lowry, M.D. and 
  John Overton, Jr., M.D.  
Jean Launspach, M.D. and 
  Tony Plucinski, M.D. 
Frances Schwartz
Da’Shawn Jones 
Shaekea Vaughn

Pearl Lofaro 
Greenberg Family
Virginia Merrill 
Margaret Reimann
Herbert C. Miller, M.D. 
Libbey Foundation
Olivia René Newman 
René Taylor Newman and 
Timothy R. Newman
Anthony Nicklow 
Beth and Frank Grund
Dr. Demetre Nicoloff Memorial 
Fund of Children’s HeartLink 
Bonnie and F. Blanton 
  Bessinger, Jr., M.D. 
Nancy Borgstrom 
Marney and Conley Brooks 
Jeffrey and Allison Cabalka, M.D. 
The Rev. Anthony Coniaris 
Patti and Andrew Deckas 
Marjorie and Brooks Edwards 
Paulette D. Engelby, R.N. 
Engelsma Family Foundation 
Amy and Pat Flanagan 
Alyssa and Jon Hammar 
Gwen Hankinson 
Jennifer Halverson 
Leah Hendrikson 
Sharalyn K. and Bruce S. Johnson 
Sarah Knapp 
Mary Kuehl 
Carolyn and Bruce Leslie 
Mia and David Liebl 
Elizabeth and Daniel Mayleben 
Leslie Otto and 
  Alexander Nicoloff 
Ardelle Nicoloff 
Dorothy and Robert Ollmann 
Beth and Jim Otto 
Julia Price 
Rachel Rahn 
Paul and Maria Rog 
Sylvia and Richard Rog 
Stephanie Nicoloff Schoening  
  and Mark S. Schoening 
Nicole and Peter Slattery 
Anne and Jon Stedman 
Paul Swenson 
Tankenoff Families Foundation 
Nancy and Wayne Vander Vort 
Lisa and Duke Uihlein 

Ginna and David Wahoff 
Elizabeth and Mark Waterloo 
Beth Williamson
Clayton Parman, Jr. 
Kay and Nick Cahill
Samuel Louis Peguero 
SUNY Geneseo Women’s 
  Leadership Institute 
SUNY Oneonta Multicultural 
  Student Affairs
Dr. Wes Peters 
Nancy Borgstrom
Dinah Marjorie Philp  
(nee Chatfield) 
RedPrairie
Florence Porter 
Sharon Walp
Jennifer Rand 
Greenberg Family
Evelyn Risch 
Ardelle Nicoloff
Harley Risch 
Ardelle Nicoloff
Philip Key Sample 
Meredith Sullivan
David Smith, M.D. 
Karen and Lorry Frankel, M.D.
Mr. Doriavelu Sokka 
Manisha Sokka
Attie Specktor 
Richard Rosenberg and 
Mickey O’Kane
Emily Ann Stene 
Amy and David Stene
James Stewart 
Andrew Stewart
Grandma Dorothy Tell 
Irene and Ed Kaplan, M.D.
Cavan Varco 
Candice and John D. Varco
Robert Westgard 
Lynn and Kit Pennie

90% of newborns with congenital heart disease live 
where medical care is inadequate or unavailable.

Source: Tchervenkov, C., Jacobs, J., Bernier, P., et al. “The improvement of care for paediatric and congenital cardiac disease 
across the World: a challenge for the World Society for Pediatric and Congenital Heart Surgery,” Cardiol Young 2008; 18 (Suppl. 2):

63-69. Cambridge University Press.
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Corporations, foundations 
and organizations
AGA Medical Corporation*
Boston Scientific
Edwards Lifesciences
The Hubbard Broadcasting Foundation
Medtronic Foundation
Pentair
St. Jude Medical, Inc.
Supervalu, Inc.
Target Corporation
U.S. Bank

Individuals
Caroline Amplatz
Debra K. and David L. Andreas
Anonymous
Ann and Mike Ciresi
Marie and Ron Kalich
The Estate of Sylvia Maizuss
Kathy and Emmett McMahon
Alphe Provencher
Michael Rimland
Mary and David Wicker

The Children’s HeartLink Visionary Circle recognizes the most generous 
investors in our mission to save lives and heal hearts around the globe. Members 
of the Visionary Circle are individuals who contribute $10,000 or more and 
corporations, foundations and organizations that contribute $25,000 or more in a 
given year. Thank you for your support!

Visionary Circle

A patient at Children’s HeartLink partner site First Hopital of Lanzhou University in Lanzhou, China. Photo: Estelle Brouwer

*AGA Medical Corporation is now part of St. Jude Medical, Inc.
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In February 2011, a medical volunteer team from 
Singapore, led by Dr. Sriram Shankar, pediatric 
cardiac surgeon from Gleneagles Hospital, spent 
four days teaching and training at Children’s 
HeartLink partner site Nhi Dong 1 (Children’s 
Hospital 1) in Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam. Other 
medical volunteers joined from National University 
Hospital and KK Women’s and Children’s Hospital. 
This was the third full team visit by this team to 
Nhi Dong 1 (and the fifth visit for some volunteers 
who have visited separately) to provide more focused 
teaching and to collaborate on advanced levels of 
diagnostic and treatment services.

The February visit concentrated on teaching the 
local team about the management and treatment of 
a particular type of heart defect — atrioventricular 
septal defects (AVSD). The visit started with 
a briefing to the ICU staff on the anatomy of 
the defect, details on AVSD repair, and what 
postoperative issues to anticipate. The team spent 
the rest of the visit screening patients with AVSD 
defects and discussing management options and 
treatment. Seven children — most under one year 
old — received treatment. The training emphasized 
a team approach to diagnosis and treatment by 
involving the surgeon, cardiologist and intensive 
care staff at all stages of the process.

The pediatric cardiac program at Nhi Dong 1 has 
grown and expanded significantly since Children’s 
HeartLink’s initial involvement in 2008. Under the 
guidance of Dr. Shankar, the Nhi Dong 1 surgical 
team has improved their skills and can now perform 
more complex procedures. 

Nhi Dong 1’s participation in the International 
Quality Improvement Collaborative for Congenital 
Heart Surgery in Developing Countries (see 
p. 20 for details) has also supported their quality 
improvement efforts, helping them lower infection 
rates and improve nursing knowledge. Mary ML 
Tan, an ICU nurse educator from the National 
University Hospital in Singapore, has volunteered 
several times in Nhi Dong 1’s ICU — helping to 
coach and evaluate the nursing staff, providing 
high-quality nursing care and nursing education. 
Over the course of the four cardiac training visits 
Ms. Tan has made to Vietnam, she is proud to see 
that more than half of the ICU nurses at Nhi Dong 1 
have completed a three-day basic nurse training 
workshop, and plans are under way for more 
advanced training.

Children’s HeartLink plans to continue to work 
with Nhi Dong 1 as they move toward becoming 
a regional center of excellence in pediatric 
cardiac care.

Cardiac Training Visit: 
Nhi Dong 1, Vietnam 

A surgeon at Nhi Dong 1, Childrens HeartLink partner site in  
Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam. Photo: Bistra Zheleva
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Medical Volunteers
Grace Arteaga, M.D. 
Mayo Clinic, Rochester,  
MN, United States
Harris Baden, M.D. 
Seattle Children’s Hospital 
Seattle, WA, United States
Steve Baisch, M.D. 
Children’s Hospitals and 
Clinics of Minnesota,  
Minneapolis, MN,  
United States
Roxann Barnes, M.D. 
Mayo Clinic, Rochester,  
MN, United States
David Barron, M.D. 
Birmingham Children’s 
Hospital, Birmingham,  
United Kingdom
Lisa Belch, R.N. 
Mayo Clinic, Rochester,  
MN, United States
Barbara Bor, R.N., C.I.C. 
Gillette Children’s Specialty 
Healthcare, St. Paul, MN, 
United States
Ruth Brediger, R.N. 
Children’s Hospital Boston, 
Boston, MA, United States
Cindy Brownlee, R.N. 
Seattle Children’s Hospital, 
Seattle, WA, United States
Jo Marilyn Castanares, R.N. 
Lucile Packard Children’s 
Hospital at Stanford, 
Palo Alto, CA, United States
Karen Clarke, R.N. 
The Hospital for Sick Children, 
Toronto, ON, Canada
Gordon Cohen, M.D. 
Children’s Hospital & Regional 
Medical Center, Seattle, WA, 
United States
Amanda Cornelius, C.C.P. 
Mayo Clinic, Rochester,  
MN, United States

David A Dassenko, M.D. 
Children’s Hospitals and 
Clinics of Minnesota, 
Minneapolis, MN,  
United States
Joseph A. Dearani, M.D. 
Mayo Clinic, Rochester,  
MN, United States
Neil M. Derechin, M.D. 
Associated Anesthesiologists, 
St. Paul, MN, United States
Sitaram Emani, M.D. 
Children’s Hospital Boston, 
Boston, MA, United States
Marie Fewtrell, R.N. 
Birmingham Children’s 
Hospital, Birmingham,  
United Kingdom
Teresa Figari, R.N. 
Birmingham Children’s 
Hospital, Birmingham,  
United Kingdom
Lorry Frankel, M.D. 
Sutter Pacific Medical 
Foundation, San Francisco,  
CA, United States
Tammy Friedrich, R.N. 
St. Marys Hospital, Rochester, 
MN, United States
Chin Lay Gee, C.C.P. 
Gleneagles Hospital, 
Singapore, Singapore
Fraser Golding, M.D. 
The Hospital for Sick Children, 
Toronto, ON, Canada
David Gremmels, M.D. 
Children’s Heart Clinic, 
Minneapolis, MN,  
United States
Collen Gruenwald, C.C.P. 
The Hospital for Sick Children, 
Toronto, ON, Canada
Jeanette Guimond, R.N. 
The Hospital for Sick Children, 
Toronto, ON, Canada

Cindy Hacker, R.R.T. 
University of Minnesota 
Amplatz Children’s Hospital, 
Minneapolis, MN,  
United States
Peter Hesslein, M.D. 
Swedish Pediatric Specialty 
Care, Seattle, WA,  
United States
Helen Holtby, M.D. 
The Hospital for Sick Children, 
Toronto, ON, Canada
Angela Horsburgh, C.C.P. 
Birmingham Children’s 
Hospital, Birmingham,  
United Kingdom
Cecilia Hyslop, R.N. 
The Hospital for Sick Children, 
Toronto, ON, Canada
Beth Johnson, R.N. 
Children’s Hospitals and 
Clinics of Minnesota, 
Minneapolis, MN,  
United States
Sophie Jones, R.N. 
Birmingham Children’s 
Hospital, Birmingham,  
United Kingdom
Thomas Jones, M.D. 
Children’s Hospital and 
Regional Medical Center, 
Seattle, WA, United States
Jodi Kariniemi, R.N. 
Children’s Hospitals and 
Clinics of Minnesota, 
Minneapolis, MN,  
United States
Justine Kidd, R.N. 
Birmingham Children’s 
Hospital, Birmingham,  
United Kingdom
Joel Lester 
Seattle Children’s Hospital, 
Seattle, WA, United States
Mark Lewin, M.D. 
Children’s Hospital and 
Regional Medical Center, 
Division of Cardiology, Seattle, 
WA, United States

Jason Macartney, R.R.T. 
The Hospital for Sick Children, 
Toronto, ON, Canada
Gina Martin, R.N. 
Lucile Packard Children’s 
Hospital, Palo Alto, CA,  
United States
Susanne Matthews, R.N. 
Seattle Children’s Hospital, 
Seattle, WA, United States
James Patrick McCarthy, 
C.C.P. 
Lucile Packard Children’s 
Hospital, Palo Alto, CA,  
United States
Sanford M. Melzer, M.D. 
Children’s Hospital & Regional 
Medical Center, Seattle, WA, 
United States
Dennis Mills, C.C.P. 
Aurora Medical, Chanhassen, 
MN, United States
Jill Misgen, R.N. 
Mayo Clinic, Rochester,  
MN, United States
Jimmy Montgomerie, M.D. 
Birmingham Children’s 
Hospital, Birmingham,  
United Kingdom
Kris Nielsen, C.C.P. 
University of Minnesota 
Amplatz Children’s Hospital, 
Minneapolis, MN,  
United States
Inger Olson, M.D. 
Lucile Packard Children’s 
Hospital, Palo Alto, CA,  
United States
David Overman, M.D. 
Children’s Heart Clinic, 
Minneapolis, MN,  
United States
Paul Paulisich, R.N. 
University of Minnesota 
Amplatz Children’s Hospital, 
Minneapolis, MN,  
United States

Collaboration
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Jeff Paurus, R.N. 
Minneapolis Community 
and Technical College, 
Minneapolis, MN,  
United States
Stanton Perry, M.D. 
Lucile Packard Children’s 
Hospital, Palo Alto, CA,  
United States
Theolyn Price, M.D. 
Mayo Clinic, Rochester,  
MN, United States
Kristy Prihoda, R.R.T. 
Mayo Clinic, Rochester,  
MN, United States
Lee Pyles, M.D. 
University of Minnesota 
Amplatz Children’s Hospital, 
Minneapolis, MN, 
United States
Mohan Reddy, M.D. 
Lucile Packard Children’s 
Hospital, Palo Alto, CA,  
United States
Sushma Reddy, M.D. 
Lucile Packard Children’s 
Hospital, Palo Alto, CA,  
United States
Fiona Reynolds, M.D. 
Birmingham Children’s 
Hospital, Birmingham,  
United Kingdom

Karin Robeck, R.N. 
University of Minnesota 
Amplatz Children’s Hospital, 
Minneapolis, MN,  
United States
Erica Roscoe, R.N. 
Lucile Packard Children’s 
Hospital at Stanford,  
Palo Alto, WA, United States
Molly Ruddy, R.N. 
Seattle Children’s Hospital, 
Shoreline, WA, United States
Pam Sagan, R.N. (retired) 
Los Altos Hills, CA,  
United States
Raj Sarpal, M.D. 
University of Minnesota 
Amplatz Children’s Hospital, 
Minneapolis, MN,  
United States
Lauren Scavuzzo, R.N. 
The Hospital for Sick Children, 
Toronto, ON, Canada
Edward Schneider, R.R.T. 
Mayo Clinic, Rochester, MN, 
United States
Steve Schwartz, M.D. 
The Hospital for Sick Children, 
Toronto, ON, Canada
Sriram Shankar, M.D. 
Gleneagles Hospital, 
Singapore, Singapore

Mary Shen, R.R.T. 
Lucile Packard Children’s 
Hospital, Palo Alto, CA,  
United States
Shanthi Sivanandam, M.D. 
University of Minnesota 
Amplatz Children’s Hospital, 
Minneapolis, MN,  
United States
Beverly Small, R.N. 
Children’s Hospital Boston, 
Boston, MA, United States
Jennifer Snider, R.N. 
Children’s Hospitals and 
Clinics of Minnesota, 
Minneapolis, MN,  
United States
Anne Spedding, R.N. 
Lucile Packard Children’s 
Hospital at Stanford,  
Palo Alto, CA, United States
James St. Louis, M.D. 
University of Minnesota, 
Minneapolis, MN,  
United States
Sandra Staveski, R.N., P.N.P. 
Lucile Packard Children’s 
Hospital, Palo Alto, CA,  
United States
Marie Steiner, M.D. 
University of Minnesota 
Amplatz Children’s Hospital, 
Minneapolis, MN,  
United States

Oliver Stumper, M.D. 
Birmingham Children’s 
Hospital, Birmingham,  
United Kingdom
Janet Sunderman, R.N. 
Mayo Clinic, Rochester,  
MN, United States
Mary Tan, R.N. 
National University Hospital, 
Singapore, Singapore
Guat Ling Teo, R.N. 
KK Women’s and Children’s 
Hospital, Singapore, Singapore
John Tessmer, C.C.P. 
Children’s Hospitals and 
Clinics of Minnesota, 
Minneapolis, MN,  
United States
Glen Van Arsdell, M.D. 
The Hospital for Sick Children, 
Toronto, ON, Canada
Chris Willet, R.N. 
Children’s Hospitals and 
Clinics of Minnesota, 
Minneapolis, MN,  
United States
Keng Yean Wong, M.D. 
KK Women’s and Children’s 
Hospital, Singapore, Singapore

Dr. Croti (left) from Hospital de Base and Dr. Dearani (right) from Mayo Clinic operate together on a young patient during a training visit in Brazil. Photo: Eloisa Mattos
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Caring

Organizational Volunteers
Children’s Heartlink relies on a network of volunteers for support with 
our organization’s programs, outreach, event logistics and other activities. 
We would like to take this opportunity to thank them for their tireless 
efforts and inspiring dedication. Thank you, everyone.

Sandy Staveski, R.N., P.N.P. (second from right), a volunteer from Lucile Packard Children’s Hospital at Stanford University, discusses a parent education  
project and a nursing certification course with nurse educators at Amrita Institute of Medical Sciences in Kochi, India. Photo: Bistra Zheleva
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Cindy Anderson
Diane Anderson
Grace Anderson
Tom Bach
Gregory Baire
Emily Baynard
Shauna Behr
Katie Bellows
Peter Beniares
Wendy Bennett
Akos Beres
Kathy Berney
Alexandra Betzler
Rose Betzler
Brandon Boat
Samuel Boddicker
Susan Bordson
Vel Bostick
Debbie Bougie
Sarah Bougie
Maurielle Bowers
Brad Broom
Emmanuelle Brunel
Steven Brunn
Maria Bruun
Tayler Burns
Kathie Canepa
Anna Carlson
Jake Coldren
Leyah Cole
Alexa Collodora
Robb Collodora
John Cushing, Jr. 
Lina Dajani
Tane Danger

Greta Deutsch
Kim Deutsch
Lizzy DeVita
Caroline Dornfeld
Kristen Emerick
Cheryl Fearer
Megan Flanagan
Mike Fuller
Susan Gebelein, M.S.
Christine Geske
Rhett Gopaul
Franck Gougeon
Emily Grimshaw
Jim Haas
Tiana Hallberg
Joe Hanson
Sarah Hartman
Bill Hawkins
Cindy Heinemann
Rosie Heinert
Daniel Higgins
Jessica Hockley
Andrea Holland
Christina Holm-Sandok
Stanley S. Hubbard
Kari Hubbard Rominski
Greta Hughes
Gretchen Jelinek
Anthea Johnson
Peggy Johnson
Jason Kalgreen
Taylor Kristofee-Jones
Dave LaCoursiere
Leila Larson
Rachael Latchana

Jim Lee
Kelly Linnihan
William Morgan Lippit
Hank Long
Susan Long
Elizabeth Lori
Mike Lori
Shanna Lukes
Kimberly Luong
Kathy Manley
Besse Maragos
Conor Marrinan
Katie Martinson
Jenna McDonald
Laurie Miles
Paulette Mitchelle
Christine Morley
Emily Najjar
Andrew Nelson
Kathy Nelson
Essa Nerenhausen
Quan Ni
Shelley O’Connor Koland
Clare O’Donnell-Coldren
Kerry Olejniczak
Eric Olsen
Marisa Ontko
Kristine Overson
Kurt Paben
Omar Palacios
Juliana Junqueira Panetta
Leslie Parker
Paul Pearce
Kristin Peters
Tara Pfeifer

Ken Powell
Randi Raslack
Apoorva Reddy
James Rice, Ph.D.
Gordon Ritz
Tom Rodgers
Hokan Rosen
Colleen Ruane
Brandon Schirmer
Jeff Schirmer
Lani Schirmer
Maija Schmelzer
Barb Schuh
Brandon Schuh
Joe Schwarz
Andrea Scott
Rachel Servais
Allan Share
Charles Shaw
Melanie Sherman
Barb Simonson
Jackie Smith
Susan Smith
Mary Solberg
Gauthami Soma
Jennifer Spies
Doug Steenland
Ying Suo
Mike Sweeney
Amanda Symes
Cindy Symes
Doug Symes
Shelby Taylor
Cathy Taylor-Sharp
Lauren Taylor-Sharp

At West China Hospital, the number of children treated 
per year has risen from 545 when the partnership with 

Children’s HeartLink started in 2006 to 742 in 2010; 
this is a 36% increase over four years. 
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International Advisory Board

Tommy G. Thompson, 
Co-Chair 
Former Secretary of Health 
and Human Services and four-
term Governor of Wisconsin, 
Tommy Thompson is a partner 
at the law firm of Akin Gump 
Strauss Hauer & Feld.

Thomas Daschle, Co-Chair 
Former U.S. House of 
Representatives member 
and U.S. Senator from South 
Dakota, Senator Daschle 
became the only individual 
to serve twice as both Senate 
Majority and Minority Leader. 
Currently, Senator Daschle is a 
Senior Policy Advisor to the law 
firm of DLA Piper.

 J. Brian Atwood 
Brian Atwood is the Chair 
of the OECD Development 
Assistance Committee. From 
2002 until 2010 he served as 
Dean of the Hubert Humphrey 
Institute of Public Affairs at 
the University of Minnesota 
and was Administrator of the 
U.S. Agency for International 
Development (USAID) from 
1993 to 1999.

Joseph A. Dearani, M.D. 
Dr. Dearani is a congenital 
heart surgeon, Professor of 
Surgery, and Chair of the 
Division of Cardiovascular 
Surgery at the Mayo Clinic, 
Rochester, MN. He also serves 
as the Medical Director for 
Children’s HeartLink.

This year, Children’s HeartLink formed an International Advisory Board, 
consisting of experts in health care, public affairs and international development 
who provide Children’s HeartLink expertise and consultation in areas 
such as strategic planning, capacity building, international relations and 
medical diplomacy.

Vision
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“ I’ve been a supporter of Children’s HeartLink for many years. Their work to strengthen cardiac care for 
children in medically underserved areas of the world is an example of the type of medical diplomacy I have 
long advocated — when we support medical professionals, families and children in other countries, we begin 
to break down cultural barriers and build long-lasting relationships. I look forward to chairing this advisory 
group with Senator Daschle and to advising Children’s HeartLink as they plan for their next phase of 
organizational growth and development.”

— Former Secretary of Health and Human Services Tommy G. Thompson

“ Cardiovascular disease is a significant global health concern, for children as well as adults. Children’s 
HeartLink has a unique ability to bring together medical volunteers from the top pediatric programs, such 
as Children’s Hospital Boston, Children’s Hospitals and Clinics of Minneapolis, Mayo Clinic, Stanford 
University’s Lucile Packard Children’s Hospital, and University of Minnesota Amplatz Children’s Hospital, 
with promising hospitals in developing countries, creating valuable mentoring and training opportunities. 
Children’s HeartLink, Secretary Thompson and I have assembled a diverse group of advisors who can help 
Children’s HeartLink staff navigate the global development landscape and develop country-specific approaches 
for their work.”

— Former Senate Majority Leader Tom Daschle

Kathy Jenkins, M.D., M.P.H 
Dr. Jenkins is currently a 
Professor of Pediatrics at 
Harvard Medical School and 
holds the Kobren Family Chair 
for Patient Safety and Quality. 
She is a faculty member in the 
Department of Cardiology 
and serves as Senior Vice 
President and Chief Safety and 
Quality Officer at Children’s 
Hospital Boston.

Bongani Mayosi, M.D. 
Dr. Bongani Mayosi is a 
researcher, teacher and  
clinician in internal medicine 
and cardiology who currently 
serves as the 7th Professor and 
Head of the Department of 
Medicine at the University of 
Cape Town and Chief Physician 
at Groote Schuur Hospital in 
Cape Town, South Africa. 

Richard Smith, M.D. 
Richard Smith served as chief 
executive of UnitedHealth 
Europe, a subsidiary of the 
UnitedHealth Group that 
works with public health 
systems in Europe. He is 
currently director of the 
UnitedHealth Chronic Disease 
Initiative, a program with the 
National Heart, Lung, and 
Blood Institute that has created 
11 centers in low-and middle-
income countries that work to 
counter chronic disease.

Daniel B. Wright, Ph.D.  
Dr. Wright served at the 
U.S. Treasury Department as 
Managing Director for China 
and the Strategic Economic 
Dialogue (SED), where he 
provided strategic counsel to 
the Secretary of the Treasury. 
Dr. Wright was also formerly 
Senior Vice President and 
China practice head of the 
Albright Stonebridge Group, 
a global strategy firm based 
in Washington, DC. He is 
founder, President and CEO of 
GreenPoint Group, using his 
26 years of China experience to 
build bridges between people, 
resources and public policy.
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In October 2010, Children’s HeartLink and a 
volunteer medical team from the University of 
Minnesota Amplatz Children’s Hospital visited the 
First Hospital of Lanzhou University (FHLU) in 
Lanzhou, China, for a cardiac training visit. This 
was Children’s HeartLink’s ninth visit in over 
10 years of partnership with FHLU. 

The teams had several objectives 
they wished to accomplish: 

• To recognize the progress that FHLU has 
made in establishing itself as a regional center 
of excellence and to promote the further 
development of the pediatric cardiac program 
and its regional capabilities

• To review developments in adding pediatric 
cardiology services to the hospital’s pediatric 
cardiac program and its regional capabilities

• To discuss ongoing strategic planning efforts 
begun in 2009

• To diagnose and treat children suffering from 
heart disease

As a result of the training visit, 
the following was accomplished:

• FHLU leadership and Children’s HeartLink 
agreed to continue to work together to support 
the development of FHLU as a regional center of 
excellence in care and training for Gansu province

• FHLU accepted an invitation to participate 
in the International Quality Improvement 
Collaborative for Congenital Heart Surgery in 
Developing Countries and began contributing 
data to the IQIC in January 2011 (see p.20)

• Nineteen children were screened for heart disease, 
resulting in eight open-heart surgeries. Notably, 
during the screening, FHLU’s cardiology team 
correctly diagnosed all 19 children, an example 
of the tremendous gains FHLU has made in 
accurate echocardiography diagnosis. Children’s 
HeartLink hopes the gains that have been made in 
echocardiography will encourage FHLU to add a 
pediatric cardiology specialty to the program

Children’s HeartLink is honored to be a part of 
the FHLU’s pediatric cardiac program’s continuing 
development as it explores outreach and referral 
programs in its community and moves toward 
becoming a regional center of excellence for the 
surrounding region.

Cardiac Training Visit: 
Lanzhou, China

A patient at Children’s HeartLink partner site First Hospital of  
Lanzhou University in Lanzhou, China. Photo: Estelle Brouwer
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President 
Elizabeth Perlich Sweeney
Vice President and Director 
of International Programs 
Estelle Brouwer
Assistant Director of 
International Programs 
Bista Zheleva
International Programs 
Coordinator 
Andreas Tsakistos
International Programs Advisor 
John Cushing, Jr., MHA
Office Manager and 
International Programs Assistant 
Carissa Johnson
Director of Development 
Brian Herstig
Development Assistant 
Karin Haas

Events Manager 
Katie Najjar
Director of Marketing 
and Communications 
Carrie Ellis
Events and Marketing 
Coordinator 
Jessica Smith-Schuh
Finance Director 
Barb Simonson

Children’s HeartLink Staff

Founder 
Joseph Kiser, M.D.
Chair 
Keith Halleland
Vice Chairs 
Molly Joseph, Keith Sherman
Medical Director 
Joseph A. Dearani, M.D.
Secretary 
Jim Jacobson
Treasurer 
Ajay Gupta

Members
Gerald R. Anderson
Thomas L. Armitage, M.D.
Thomas Bach
Joel Conner
John F. Eisberg
Gary C. Fink
Susan H. Gebelein
Franck Gougeon
Tom Jollie
Thomas A. Keller III
Thomas J. Kigin
Besse D. Maragos
Emmett J. McMahon
Mahendra Nath
Andrew Nelson
Eric J. Olsen
James Rice, Ph.D.
Mark Rosen
Stephanie Nicoloff Schoening
Mike Walsh
David P. Wicker

Board of Directors

Staff and Board of Directors 
2010–2011

Dedication
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Our Financial Health
Children’s HeartLink finished our fiscal year especially strong, despite 
continuing global economic challenges. Children’s HeartLink finished the year 
with just over 11 percent growth in revenue. Eighty-one percent of our expenses 
were directly related to programs.   

Children’s HeartLink has been given a “4-Star” rating by Charity Navigator.

Balance

Revenue and 
other support Unrestricted

2011
Temporarily 

Restricted Total Unrestricted

2010
Temporarily 

Restricted Total

Contributions $367,919 $455,123 $823,042 $282,974 $478,770 761,744
Donated goods and services 700,473 700,473 627,609 627,609
Special events revenue 
(less direct benefits to donors)

786,075 
(173,660)

786,075 
(173,660)

725,696 
(194,347)

725,696 
(194,347)

Interest and other income 3,485 3,485 4,803 4,803
Satisfaction of restrictions 454,218 (454,218) 0 386,462 (386,462) 0

Total $2,138,510 $905 $2,139,415 $1,833,197 $92,308 $1,925,505

Expense
Program expense 1,691,897 1,691,897 1,578,813 1,578,813
Management and general 100,402 100,402 102,976 102,976
Special events and activities 96,108 96,108 104,800 104,800
Other fundraising 201,453 201,453 175,421 175,421

Total 2,089,860 2,089,860 1,962,009 1,962,009

Change in net assets 48,650 905 49,555 (128,813) 92,308 (36,505)
Net assets (beginning of year) 803,419 500,396 1,303,815 932,232 408,088 1,340,320
Net assets (end of year) 852,069 501,301 1,353,370 803,419 500,396 1,303,815

Years ended June 30, 2011 and 2010

Statements of activities
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Assets 2011 2010
Cash and cash equivalents $1,325,822 $1,246,984
Contributions and other receivables 40,308 11,021
Prepaid expenses and other assets 11,340 6,709
Property and equipment, net 174,221 186,091

Total assets $1,551,691 $1,450,805

Liabilities and net assets
Accounts payable 72,515 17,805
Due to hospital sites --- 20,000
Accrued payroll and benefit liabilities 33,306 7,337
Deferred revenue 92,500 80,000
Beneficiary payable --- 21,848

Total liabilities 198,321 146,990

Net assets
Unrestricted 852,069 803,419
Temporarily restricted 501,301 500,396

Total net assets 1,353,370 1,303,815

Total liabilities and net assets 1,551,691 1,450,805

81% Program Expenses
14% Fundraising 
5% Management

Expenses 
by activity:

A patient at Children’s HeartLink partner site First Hospital of Lanzhou University in Lanzhou, China. Photo: John Cushing, Jr.

Years ended June 30, 2011 and 2010

Statements of financial position
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Children’s HeartLink™ is a 501(c) (3) nonprofi t organization. Children’s HeartLink, the Children’s HeartLink 
logo and Healing Hearts Worldwide are trademarks of Children’s HeartLink. 
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