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“Parents in India want the same thing 
parents everywhere want for their  
children: relief from suffering and the 
promise of a long and healthy life.”  
R. Krishna Kumar, M.D., pediatric cardiologist at AIMS,  
Children’s HeartLink Center of Excellence in Kochi, India



 
 

Dear Friends and Supporters, 

Inspired. Grateful. Transformational.  Your generous support of  
Children’s HeartLink this past year made a difference in the lives of 
tens of thousands of children around the globe, and we are thankful! It’s 
the power of our partnerships—with our donors, our medical volunteer 
teams and our in-country medical teams—that is transforming life for 
these children and their families. 

Nearly nine out of 10 children are born in the developing world, and the 
countries where we work are home to over 40 percent of the world’s 
population. Your commitment and support helps increase access to life-
saving treatment for heart disease for many of these children. Yet there 
is so much more we can do.  

As part of our ongoing effort to bring light to the tremendous inequity 
in access to care, this year we released the final two briefs in the four-
part series The Invisible Child. As our former International Advisory 
Board Chair J. Brian Atwood urges in our Call to Action, A Voice for 
The Invisible Child: “Pediatric cardiac care is not luxury treatment. It 
is lifesaving care deserved by all children in need. Increasing access to 
pediatric cardiac care is a lofty but not insurmountable goal. It is an 
achievable goal, grounded in health system sustainability and equity. It 
will save children’s lives.” If you haven’t already done so, I encourage you 
to download this series at theinvisiblechild.childrensheartlink.org. I also 
encourage you to raise your voice on behalf of the children who desper-
ately need to be seen, heard and given the treatment they deserve, by 
sharing this information with your networks.

Our work is making a difference, yet we are not satisfied with the status 
quo. We want to do more to reduce the inequity for children with heart 
disease.  We have ambitious growth plans for this year and beyond, 
and will be focused on our goal of reaching one million children and 
developing 50 Centers of Excellence around the world.  

We’ve identified four new sites where there is an urgent need to train 
and empower medical teams that will in turn provide care to children 
who would otherwise die or lead diminished lives. We plan to enter into 
these new partnerships in the coming year. 

I am privileged to lead an incredibly talented, dedicated staff and look 
forward to growing the organization in a strategic, sustainable way that 
will help us tackle the unmet needs of children with heart disease. 

Thank you for helping us give more children the opportunity to lead 
longer, more healthful lives. We look forward to continuing our partner-
ship with you. Together, we do make a difference.

With gratitude,

Jackie Boucher, MS
President, Children’s HeartLink
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How We Work
Children’s HeartLink leads dedicated teams of medical volunteers who pro-
vide clinical and organizational expertise, training and mentoring to meet 
the specific needs of our partner hospitals around the world. Founded in 
1969, Children’s HeartLink currently supports partner hospitals and 
programs in Brazil, China, India, Malaysia and Vietnam. Children’s 
HeartLink medical volunteer teams come from some of the finest teaching 
and research institutions in the world, including:  
•   Amrita Institute of Medical Sciences, Kochi, India
•   Birmingham Children’s Hospital, Birmingham, UK
•   Boston Children’s Hospital, Boston, Massachusetts
•   British Columbia Children’s Hospital, Vancouver, Canada
•   Children’s Hospitals and Clinics of Minnesota, Minneapolis, Minnesota
•   Children’s Mercy Hospital, Kansas City, Missouri
•   Cincinnati Children’s Hospital Medical Center, Cincinnati, Ohio
•   Gleneagles Hospital, KK Women’s and Children’s Hospital, and National 
     University Hospital, Singapore
•   The Hospital for Sick Children, Toronto, Canada
•   Institut Jantung Negara (National Heart Institute), Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia
•   Mayo Clinic, Rochester, Minnesota
•   Seattle Children’s Hospital, Seattle, Washington
•   University of California, San Francisco; San Francisco, California
•   University of Minnesota Masonic Children’s Hospital, Minneapolis, Minnesota

Our Partner Hospitals
•   Amrita Institute of Medical Sciences, Kochi, India*
•   First Affiliated Hospital of Kunming Medical University, Kunming, China
•   First Hospital of Lanzhou University, Lanzhou, China*
•   Hospital da Criança e Maternidade, São José do Rio Preto, Brazil
•   Hospital de Messejana, Fortaleza, Brazil 
•   Institut Jantung Negara (National Heart Institute), Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia*
•   Kien Giang General Hospital, Rach Gia, Vietnam
•   Narayana Hrudayalaya Institute of Cardiac Sciences, Bangalore, India*
•   Nhi Dong 1 (Children’s Hospital 1), Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam
•   Post-Graduate Institute of Medical Education & Research, Chandigarh, India 
•   Rabindranath Tagore International Institute of Cardiac Sciences, Kolkata, India
•   West China Hospital, Chengdu, China

*Children’s HeartLink Center of Excellence
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Our Vision
Children around the world have access to high-quality heart care. 

Our Mission
To save the lives of children with heart disease, we partner with organi-
zations to train medical teams, provide education and transform health 
care in underserved parts of the world. 

The Need 
Congenital heart disease is the most common birth defect. One in 100 
children are born with a heart defect, and 90 percent of these children live 
where there is inadequate medical care. 

“The reality for poor families 
with sick children in Brazil is 
somber. Many children die while 
waiting for heart surgery. It’s 
very hard for their parents to find 
centers that can save their child. 
Our partnership with Children’s 
HeartLink has made it possible 
for our hospital to provide bet-
ter care than we ever imagined 
possible. The focus on quality 
improvement has been key, and 
our infection rates have gone 
down dramatically. Today we 
can provide very good care and 
operate on more complex cases, 
giving these children the chance 
to lead healthy lives.”
Dr. Ulisses Croti, pediatric cardiovascular 
surgeon at Children’s HeartLink partner 
Hospital da Criança e Maternidade de São 
José do Rio Preto, Brazil
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Thank you for your generous support! 
You can read the Children’s HeartLink Donor List at www.childrensheartlink.org/annual report

•   Our partner hospital Institut Jantung Negara (IJN) in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia was     
     named a Children’s HeartLink Center of Excellence. IJN consistently delivers high-quality 
    complex care and is committed to training other pediatric cardiac specialists from low-resource 
    environments, the fruition of our train-the-trainer model.  
•   The Invisible Child series continues to bring attention to children around the world 
     who lack access to diagnosis and treatment for heart disease. Treating The Invisible Child     
     and our Call to Action, A Voice for The Invisible Child, can be downloaded at www.theinvisible
     child.childrensheartlink.org The Invisible Child stresses the continued global need for access 
     to pediatric cardiac care and calls for greater global investment. 

Last Year

What Your Gifts Make Possible

Over $685,000   in professional time was 
donated by 160 medical 

volunteers to train and mentor 
their peers at our partner 

hospitals 

And in turn, those 
medical professionals 

served   
74,096 children  

We provided training for
1,768 medical 

professionals around 
the world  

Forty percent of the  
world’s population lives in  
the countries where 
Children’s HeartLink works
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Statements of Financial Position (June 30, 2016 and 2015) 
       2016         2015 
Assets
Cash and Cash Equivalents $1,426,347 $1,698,236
Contributions and Other Receivables 267,468 399
Prepaid Expenses 48,747 34,158
Property and Equipment, Net  155,756 167,359
Total Assets $1,898,318 $1,900,152

Liabilities and Net Assets
Liabilities
Accounts Payable $29,122 $61,121
Accrued Payroll and Benefit Liabilities    8,244   11,891
Deferred Revenue 160,000 183,986
Total Liabilities $197,366  $256,998 

Net Assets
Unrestricted 
     Undesignated  $  500,441  $  595,876       
     Board Designated 1,000,000 1,000,000
Total Unrestricted                                  1,500,441 1,595,876
Temporarily Restricted 200,511 47,278
Total Net Assets $1,700,952  $1,643,154
 
Total Liabilities and Net Assets                   $ 1,898,318     $1,900,152

Our Financial Health

86.5%   Program Expenses
   9  %    Fundraising
   4.5%    Management

Expenses by Activity

Statements of Activities (June 30, 2016 and 2015)
  2016 2015
  Temporarily)   Temporarily)) 
 Unrestricted) Restricted) Total) Unrestricted) Restricted)) Total)

Revenue and Other Support
Contributions) $642,264) $416,500) $1,058,764  $719,666) $  85,400) $805,066
Donated Goods and Services 727,262) ) 727,262 501,101) )      501,101
Special Events    792,546) )   792,546 874,393)  874,393
     Less Direct Benefits to Donors            (134,617) )            (134,617)     (160,370) )         (160,370) 
Net Revenue from Special Events           657,929            657,929        714,023            714,023 
Interest and Other Income                             1,683)                  1,683)            (429))                 (429)
Satisfaction of Restrictions                         263,267)           (263,267)           163,253)   (163,253)
Total $2,292,405)   $153,233 $2,445,638 $2,097,614) $(77,853)    $2,019,761

Expenses
Program Expense)   $2,063,823)             )) $2,063,823 $1,655,854)                ) $1,655,854
Management and General 108,602) ) 108,602 125,709)   )       125,709
Special Events 59,034) ) 59,034 59,497)  59,497
Fundraising                                                    156,381           156,381 167,363)                                    167,363
Total                                                        $2,387,840          $2,387,840  $2,008,423)       $2,008,423
_
Change in Net Assets) (95,435) 153,233 57,798  89,191) (77,853) 11,338
Net Assets (Beginning of Year)) 1,595,876  47,278 1,643,154   1,506,685)  125,131 1,631,816
Net Assets (End of Year)                         $1,500,441           $200,511         $1,700,952                 $1,595,876              $47,278      $1,643,154
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Children’s HeartLink Donors
Thank you to all of our donors for your generous gifts to Children’s HeartLink.  
Every effort has been made to ensure the accuracy of contributions made between July 1, 2015, 
and June 30, 2016. Please inform the development office at (952) 928-4860, ext. 10, of any 
oversight or inaccuracies, and please accept our apologies in advance. 

Corporations, 
Foundations and 
Organizations

$100,000+
Ping and Amy Chao Family 
     Foundation
St. Jude Medical Foundation

$50,000-$99,999
Cargill
ConocoPhillips
Zynga Inc.

$25,000-$49,999
Andreas Foundation
Boston Scientific
Delta Air Lines
Hubbard Broadcasting, Inc.
Land O’Lakes, Inc.
McKinsey & Company, Inc.
Medtronic Foundation
Medtronic Inc.
Pentair
St. Jude Medical, Inc.
Scanlan International

$10,000-$24,999
George Family Foundation
The International Foundation
Pine River Capital Management
Robins Kaplan LLP
Siemens Industry, Inc
Target Corporation
Thoracic Surgery Foundation for     
     Research and Education
Wells Fargo

$5,000-$9,999
APi Group, Inc.
Bellisio Foods, Inc.
Blue Cross and Blue Shield 
     of Minnesota
Children’s Hospitals and Clinics 
     of Minnesota

Deloitte
Ernst & Young, LLP
Faegre Baker Daniels
KPMG LLP
Minnesota Vikings
Mortenson Family Foundation
Piper Jaffray
Ronald and Janet Schutz 
     Family Foundation
Sigma Pi Fraternity, Gamma 
     Chapter, University of Missouri
Thomson Reuters
United Health Foundation

$1,000-$4,999
3M Gives and 3M Foundation
AllianceBernstein LP
Andersen Corporation
The Benevity Community 
     Impact Fund
CBX
Hogan Lovells US LLP
Independent Charities of America
Margaret A. Cargill Foundation
Network For Good
Otto C. Winzen Charitable Fund 
     of the Catholic Community 
     Foundation
PadillaCRT
U.S. Bank FlexPerks Rewards
Waycrosse, Inc.
Willis Towers Watson

Up to $999
AmazonSmile Foundation
America’s Charities
American Legion Auxiliary Dept. 
     of Illinois
American Legion Auxiliary Dept. 
     of Oregon
American Legion Auxiliary 
     Unit 169
Associated Anesthesiologists
Barkers More 4 Less, Inc.
Boston Scientific Employee 
     Giving Program

Charity Gift Certificates
Dorsey & Whitney Foundation
Good St.
IBM Employee Services Center
Kaiser Permanente Community 
     Giving Campaign
Kurz Kneiger Foundation Inc.
PayPal Giving Fund
Ryan Companies US, Inc.
St. George Greek Orthodox, 
     Philoptochos Society
State Employees’ Community 
     Campaign
State Employees Federated Appeal 
     CUNY Campaign for 
     Charitable Giving
Stokes Auction Group, Inc.
SUNY Geneseo Women’s 
     Leadership Institute
Tankenoff Families Foundation
TechGen Consulting, Inc.
Thrivent Financial for Lutherans 
     Foundation
United Way of the Greater Capital 
     Region SEFA
Wells Fargo Community Support 
     Campaign
Whitney Foundation

Individuals 

$25,000+
Anonymous (1)
The estate of Darrel R. Alkire
Helen and Omar Ishrak
Steve and Kathi Austin Mahle
Stephanie and Geoff Martha

$10,000 - $24,999
Eileen and Thomas L. Armitage, M.D.
Wendy Bennett and Ken Powell
Theresa and Richard Davis
Maggie Gilbert and Bob Rosenbaum
Molly Joseph and Andrew Olson
Cindy and Gregory Page

Anne M. and 
     Christopher J. Policinski
Marianne Short and Ray Skowyra
Dannette Smith

$5,000 - $9,999
Susan Kent Anderson and 
     Richard H. Anderson
Marianne and Brett Brewer
Ann and Mike Ciresi
M. Bridget Duffy, M.D. 
     and David Strand
Susan Gebelein and 
     Richard Holcomb
Jannie and Ken Herchuk
Rebecca and Pete Kastner
Dorothy Ollmann
Kristine and David Overman, M.D.
Gary Peters
Janet and Ron Schutz
Elizabeth and Mike Sweeney

$1,000 – $4,999
Richard Allendorf and 
     Paul Markwardt
Rachael and Craig Atkinson
Liliane and Guillaume Bastiaens
Leslie Bock
Lisa Brown
Mary McMahon Busch and 
     Jeff Busch
Karen and Pat Christie
Ann and Joseph Dearani, M.D.
Jo-Anne and Bryan Ebensteiner
Katherine and Sam Economou
Margo and Brad Farrell
Jan and John Finnegan, Ph.D.
Michelle Grant
Barbara and Bob Griffin
Chandra Gruber
Kristen and Loren Heeringa
Jane and Peter Hesslein, M.D.
Amy and Joe Houseman
Lisa and Pete Janzen
Richard D. Johnson
Peggy Johnson
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Victoria and Thomas A. Keller, III
Katie and Anthony Kelley
Elyse and Anupam Kharbanda
Laura and Joseph C. Kiser, M.D.
Andrea Lampland and 
     Mark Harris
Sylvia and Joe Lawver
Julie and Robert Lee
Rema and Gary Makhija
Anupam Malhotra and 
     Mashal Dias
Gerard R. Martin, M.D.
Carrie and Paul Martinson
Heather and Rich Mattera
Nancy and John McCarty
Heather and Andrew McCleery
Kathy and Emmett McMahon
Suneet Mittal
Shana and Tom Murray
Kelly and Andrew F. Nelson
Kim and Stafford Nelson
Ardelle Nicoloff
Maureen and William Olson
Jan St. Peter and Paul Pitlick, M.D.
Anneke and Ian Purtle
Jyosthna Rayadurg, M.D. and 
     Ajay Gupta
Emily and Brian Rice
Erin and Steve Rodgers
Maria and Paul Rog
Diana Romolo-Krauthamer and    
     Scott Krauthamer
Joan Semmer
Barb Simonson
Angela and Bob Smithson, M.D.
Jacqueline and Kenneth Stein, M.D.
Dave Tjaden
Cathy van der Schans
Jill and Keith Wiebe

$500 - $999
Todd Ackerman
Brenda and Michael Arbeiter
Patricia Berg and Gene Babos
Kristina and Aaron Bloomquist
Nancy and Paul Boddicker
Lydia Botham
Jackie Boucher
Estelle Brouwer
Marie and Michael Carlson
Christine and Jeremy Chase
Ann and Mike Cummins
Carol and Ted Cushmore
Becky and Ryan Davis
Jackie and Pat Daylor
Jen Dunleavy
Jill and Bret Farrington
Karen and Lorry Frankel, M.D.
Deborah Giesen
Jeanette Guimond, R.N.

Dorothy and Larry Hamm, Ph.D.
Andrea and Dr. Steven Heifetz
Karen and Tom Jollie
Robert M. Jones
Alaina Kipps
Jean and Brad Lance
Michael Lindsay
Usha Maddala
Jennifer Morris
Kathleen and Mark Mortenson
Jaclyn and John Neary
Quan Ni
Suzanne Cole Nowers
Joan and Michael Noyes
Judy and Jim Rice
Alicia and Sherif Said
Melanie and John Savage
Kingshuk Sinha
Nancy and Mark Sparano
Wyatt Keith Stahl
Sheilah and Bob Stewart
Lawrence E. Stirtz
Ida Belle R. Sweitzer
Jacquelyn Tuxill
Betty and Robert A. Van Tassel, M.D.
Randi Winston and Barry Wolfish

$250 - $499
Donna and Wally Abramson
Michelle and Blair Allen
Amy and Stan Baratz
Bonnie and 
     F. Blanton Bessinger, Jr., M.D.
Marina and Brian Brockway
Roberta and James L. Craig, M.D.
Sarah and Jim Ecker
Liz Abt Ellenberger and 
     John Ellenberger
Paulette D. Engelby, R.N.
Karen and Robert Eno
Mary Erickson and Don Brown
Corinne Ertz and Scott Persons
Jennifer Leigh Faultner
Laurie and Paul Fischer
Kris and Mark Fortman
Satya and Indu Garg
Joyce and Jacob Gayle
Beth Gohdes and Bill Karns
Dolores and Paul Gohdes
Natalie Jane Haddrick
Lisa and Jeff Harmening
Susan and Chris Higgins
Agnes and Larry Ho
Barbara Kind and Gary Johnson
Margaret Anderson Kelliher and 
     David Kelliher
Barbara Kind and Gary Johnson
Craig A. Kvamme
Caroline Leab
Kent Lee

Emily Liu and Yi Zhang
Carol K. and 
     Daniel R. Luthringshauser
Priya Mahajan and Shibaji Shome
Katie and Michael McElroy
Val McGary
Connie and Paul Miller
Nancy and Dennis Mills
Angie and Chris Mocol
Holly Nelson
Janice and Jeff Nordling
Leslie Otto Nicoloff 
     and Alexander D. Nicoloff
Cheng-Hsin Ouyang
Heather Hudnut Page 
     and Jeff Page
Jean and Jeff Paurus, R.N.
Theologia Pitsavas
Jeff Putnam
Stephen Rempe
Molly Wright Reppenhagen 
     and Chloe Reppenhagen
Beatrice Rothweiler 
     and Neil Derechin, M.D.
Nicole and Jon Ruppel
Megan and Todd Schultz
Karen Skewes and Ken Geisler
Jennifer and Daniel Spiller
Angela and Michael Steenberg
Deanna Thompson and 
     Neal Peterson
Kelly and Brandon Thompson
Sarah Truesdell and 
     David D. Etzwiler
Maria Urquiola
Lynett Voshage-Stahl and 
     Wyatt Stahl
Audra Williams and Chris Lenhart
Mary and Michael Yazvec
Leontine and Pete Zaal

Up to $249
Faith Adams
Carole Alverson
Laurence and Gilles Aublin
Stefan Aungier
Donna Avery and Thomas J. Kigin
Pat and Pete Bannochie
Charlene Behne
Shirley Bentdahl
Ellen Bishop
Stephen Blechman
Bette Ann and Richard Bloom
Chris and Greg Bourland
Carmen and James R. Campbell
Mary Ann Campbell
Sarah Carney
Henry Chang
Stuart A. Chazin
Raymond Chiu

Everett M. Christensen
Megan Clinton, M.D. and Pete Agren
Maria and Thomas Coffman
Julie Tauer and David Corkum
Carol and Randy Cote
Mary Jo and Sam Cote
Abigail and Douglas Daum
Kristie Davy
Monica Devers and 
     Deb Hildebrandt
Marlo Dickman
Elise Marie Doemer
Jane Meryl Doescher
Donna and Bruce Doll
Liam Daniel Donahue
Laura Durden
Beth Edgar
Terri and Brooks Edwards
Michelle and Troy Eigner
Kathryn Emerich
Kris Emerson
Charlotte Evans
Stacy Fabacher
Mr. and Mrs. Carl C. Fiore
Joan and Aaron Fischer
Barbara and Rick Fisk
M. Joan Froh
Stephanie and Mike Gale
Arielle N. Gentile
Gayle and Bob Gilmore
Deb Gilroy
Danielle Therese Goodsell and 
     Stefan Paul Nicodemou
William J. Gregorio
Holly Grover and Matt Kucharski
Erica and John Hacker
Rodney D. Hald
Kristen Halden
Bridgette Haley
Judith and Martin Hansen
Lisa and Jim Hawthorne
Kiki and John E. Hedican
Dean A. Henderson
Ellen Elizabeth Hilsabeck
Robin and Greg Hoppenrath
Karen and Fred Hulting
Carol Huss
Sonja Hutchinson and 
     Richard Rohrer
Caroline Jackson
Jacky and Paul Junek
Myles Jen Kin
Brooke Jensen
Joycelyn and Robert Johnson
Sarah Johnson
Sharalyn and Bruce Johnson
Kathryn and Thomas Julian
Harriet Krauthamer
Jeanette Krolick
Alice and Thomas Kullman
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Lynette Lamb and Robert Gerloff
Scott Lerner
Kristine Leudesdorf
David Leventhal
Claudia A. Liebrecht
Danica and Tom Linneman
Esther and Joseph Liu
Lili Liu and Kevin Guo
Harriet and Paul LoPiccolo
Todd Lunda
Anne Marie Lundberg
Minh Duc Luong
Robin Lynch
Andrew Ma
Mary and Leonard Mahoney
Aparna and Ashoke Mandal
Kathy Manley
Sheila and Justin Markell
Katie Martinson
Ingrid Mattsson
Karin and Travis Mayo
Heidi McCallister
Tim McGough
Chris McKay
Cynthia and Scott Mevissen
Heather and Tim Meyer
Nancy Meyer-Wilson
Joseph Mrkonich
Barbara Nelson
Faina Nemirovsky
Jeanne Nicklow
Bob and Melinda Nobbs
Shannon Novotne and 
     Khay Outhonsack
Peter Noyes
Inger Olson, M.D.
Pam Opland and Rob Presthus
Donna and Brian O’Rourke
Mary Park and 
     Conrad Wang
Aida Pinero
Jean Launspach Plucinski, M.D. 
     and Dominic Plucinski, M.D.
Lauren and Kethan Pradhan
Hattie and David Priem
Suzanne R. and Douglas J. Pritts
Natalie and Dr. Bryce Quinn
Ravi Raj, M.D.
Jordan Rasmusson
Shashi Rave
Norm Reznicow
Jodi and Mark Richard
Melody Rockufeler
Sylvia and Richard Rog
Katie Rogstad
Judith Rubin
Angela Rud
Mary Jo and William A. Rusinak

Annamarie and Paul Saarinen
Neelakantan Saikrishnan
Sue and David Schilling
Valerie Schmidt
Glen E. Schumann
Frances Schwartz
Carol Sciotto
Pryce Score
Jayshree Shah
Ross Shaich
Bev Sheldahl
Selma and Sidney Sherter
Beverly and Marvin Sikes
Paula Skjefte
Carolyn Smith
Marjorie and Myron J. Smith
Sarah and Jesse Smith
John Spence
Noel Spencer
Helen Steinberg
Corinne and Timothy Sterling
Sophie and Patrick Stoneking
Julie Stroud
Meredith and John Sullivan
Merle Sykora
Mary and Richard Tacheny
Renee Tasaka
Julie Thompson
Tammy Trout
Amudha Udayakumar
Candice and John Varco
Amy Verstappen
Nicole M. Walden
Madeline and 
     Fredrick Washburn, M.D.
Anne Weber, R.N.
Carissa and Sam Weisdorf
Elinor Wenzel
Jennifer and Rick Westbury
Molly Wiggin
Kathe Wilcoxon
Marguerite Wilson
Krissy and Bill Wright
Paulett Young
Robin Zawacki
Charles Zuagg

In-Kind Donors
1006 Summit Avenue Society
Agra Culture Kitchen and Press
Al Vento
Alora Ambiance/Therese Gibbons
American Girl
American Swedish Institute
Andros MedSpa and 
     Dr. Inell Rosario
The Beer Dabbler
Betty Danger’s Country Club
Big Wood Brewery
Bite Squad
Black Coffee and Waffle Bar
Black Sheep Pizza
Blue Plate Restaurant Company
Brave New Workshop
Breadsmith
Brooklyn Slate Company
Buffalo Wild Wings
The Buttered Tin and Alicia Hinze
Cafe Latte
California Olive Ranch, Inc.
Cannon River Winery
Casabella
Chanhassen Dinner Theatres 
Christos Greek Restaurant
Cities Dental Studio, 
     Sherif Said, DDS
Colby Red Wine, Daryl Groom
Comedy Sportz Twin Cities
Common Roots Cafe 
CRAVE Restuarant
Dr. Ulisses Alexandre Croti 
     and Dr. Lilian Beani
Cuisinart
Dale Studios - Bob Dale
D’Amico & Partners
Dinner Lab
Droolin’ Moose
Du Nord Craft Spirits
M. Bridget Duffy, M.D. and 
     David Strand
Easy and Oskey
Fat Lorenzo’s
Fire Sense/Well Traveled Living
Fogo de Chao
Fresh Tart
Fulton Brewery
Genie Castro LLC
George and The Dragon
Gold Nugget Tavern & Grille
Gray Duck Chai
Grethen House
Guthrie Theater
Hamel Family Wines
Happy Family
Homegrown Foods
The Hotel Ivy
Hyatt Regency Minneapolis

India Corner
Izzy’s Ice Cream
John Boos & Co. 
Jura-Capresso Inc.
Keepsake Cidery
Kyatchi
La Fresca
Land O’Lakes
Lettuce Entertain You Restaurants
Lions Tap
The Local Irish Pub
Lord Nut Levington
Loews Minneapolis Hotel
Luci Ancora and Ristorante Luci
Mall of America
Mayo Clinic Sports Medicine
Meadowlands Chocolate
Stephanie Meyer and 
     Erik Eastman
Mill Valley Kitchen
Minnesota State Fair
Minnesota Twins Baseball Club
The Museum of Russian Art
Nadia Cakes
New Hope Cinema Grill
Pacifier
Padilla CRT/ Tom Jollie
Patisserie 46
PedalPub Twin Cities
Pinstripes
Pizza Lucé
Pure Barre Edina
Raghavan Iyer
Red Cow
Rick Bronson’s House of Comedy
Roca Restaurants
Run N Fun
Salty Tart
Scanlan International
Solo Vino
Sonoma Golf Club
Spoon and Stable
Stages Theatre Company
Surdyk’s
Surly Brewing Co.
Tangletown Gardens
Tattersall Distilling
Three Sticks Wines
Tin Whiskers Brewing Co.
Toro
Total Wine & More
Tuttle’s Eat Bowl Play
Urban Growler Brewing Co.
U.S. Bank FlexPerks Rewards
W Minneapolis - The Foshay
The Water Street Inn
Wine & Canvas
Wusthof-Trident of America
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Honors and 
Memorials

In memory of

Ian P. Campbell
Mary Ann Campbell

Maureen Crooker
Judith and Martin Hansen

Baby John Edward Hedican
Kiki and John Hedican

Dr. Bruce Johnson
Jean Launspach Plucinski, M.D. 
     and Dominic Plucinski, M.D.
Frances Schwartz

Drs. John and Cora Lenox
Jacquelyn Lenox Tuxill

Cathy Luther
Carmen and James Campbell

Ralph “Bud” Nelson
Candice and John Varco

Robert Nemirovsky
Faina Nemirovsky

Christopher Nicklow
Beverly and Marvin Sikes
Brian Akerson
Kris Appleby
Sandra Baker
Joanne Balogh
Christopher Barkley
Janelle Barkley
Kristin Beeve
Joni Collison
Terri Durham
Stephen Frayn
Bob Gain
Judith Gain
Linda Gniadek
Maria Hoff
Michele Kapp
Susan Lyons
Mary Mahoney and Leonard Graf
Jerry and Susie Meeker

Harold Metzger
Lisa Metzger
Mary Metzger
Michael Nicholas
Jeanne Nicklow
Terry O’Brien
Laura O’Donnell
Carolyn Ohlsen
Tim Phillips
Susan Prince
Beth Reeps
Kellyann Relias
Kristin Ritterbush
Marilyn Roberts
Matthew Robinson
Leslie Sargent
Eileen Schmeisser
Erika Short
Elizabeth Staunton
Harry Staunton
Karla Taylor
Judy Trautmann
Michael Tsvetanov
Donna Webb
Elinor Wenzel
Linda Wojcik
Paulett Young
Men of the Sigma Pi Fraternity, 
     Gamma-Sigma Chapter, 
     University of Missouri

Mrs. Betty Nicoloff
Ardelle Nicoloff

Dr. Demetre Nicoloff
Bonnie and F. Blanton Bessinger, Jr., M.D.
Paulette Engelby
Sharalyn and Bruce Johnson
Ardelle Nicoloff
Marsha and Gary Tankenoff

Dr. Demetre Nicoloff and 
     Kit Arom
Silvia and Richard Rog

John and Busilios Pitsavas
Theologia Pitsavas

Philip Key Sample
Meredith Key Sullivan

Cavan Varco
Candice and John Varco

In honor of

Tom Armitage, M.D.
Claudia Liebrecht

Frances Hynon Baron’s 90th 
birthday
Anne Marie Lundberg

Dr. Jonathan Chen
Mr. and Mrs. Carl C. Fiore
Joan and Aaron Fischer
Danielle Therese Goodsell and 
     Stefan Paul Nicodemou
William J. Gregorio
Diana, Scott, Leo, Aidan and 
     Ruby Krauthamer
Harriet Krauthamer
Kurz Kneiger Foundation Inc.
Suzanne R. and Douglas J. Pritts
Donna and Brian O’Rourke
Helen Steinberg

Dell
Shashi Rave

Etai Dragon
Selma and Sidney Sherter

Joyce Lee Gayle
Jacob Gayle

Dustin Halden
Kristen Halden

Peggy Johnson
Caroline Jackson

Ruby’s 1st and Diana’s 40th       
birthdays
William Gregorio

Rosalie Meropol
Bette Ann and Richard Bloom
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Peter Noyes
Sarah Carney
Marlo Dickman
Michelle Dragin
Myles Jen Kin
David Leventhal
Harriet and Paul LoPiccolo
Joan and Michael Noyes
Katie Rogstad
John Spence
Linda Stuffel
Barbara Sullivan
Elizabeth and Mike Sweeney

Annaliese Sweitzer
Ida Belle R. Sweitzer

Heather Varco and 
Michael Nelson’s birthdays
Candice and John Varco

The thousands of children  
around the world who perish 
from heart disease due to lack of 
sufficient care
Neelakantan Saikrishnan



Volunteers

Medical Volunteers
These dedicated medical 
volunteers donate their personal 
time to train and mentor  
pediatric cardiac specialists around 
the globe. Last year they donated 
over $685,000 in personal time. 

Gabriel Amir, M.D.
Grace Arteaga, M.D.
Harris Baden, M.D.
Charles Baker, M.D.
Rakhi Balachandran
David Barron, M.D.
Edgard Bendaly, M.D.
Barbara Bor, R.N., C.I.C.
Erin Brenner, R.N.
Christy Cain, R.N.
Titus Chan, M.D.
Kevin Charette, C.C.P.
Julie Chauhan
Jonathan Chen, M.D.
Tara Churchill, R.R.T.
Mary Clipp, N.P.
Fred Cobb, Jr., C.C.P.
David Crotwell, R.R.T.
David Dassenko, M.D.
Joseph Dearani, M.D.
Neil Derechin, M.D.
Jody Doll, R.N.
Linda Edwards, M.D.
E. Marsha Elixson, R.N.
Jason Fenton, C.P.C.
Anna Fisk, R.N.
Alejandro Abraham Floh, M.D.
Norbert Froese, M.D.
Sanjiv K. Gandhi, M.D.
Jeremy Geiduschek, M.D.
Fraser Golding, M.D.
Jeanette Guimond, R.N.
Donald Hagler, M.D.
Kevin Harris, M.D.
Victoria Harris, C.P.C.
Maggie Cavanaugh, R.N.
Martin Hosking, M.D.
Christin N. Huff, C.P.N.P.
Cecilia Hyslop, R.N.
Dr. Jayaranganath
Mahesh Kappanayil, M.D.
Justine Kidd, R.N.
K.H.Shine Kumar, M.D.
Krishna Kumar, M.D.
Beth Lang, R.N.
Mark Lewin, M.D.

Kimberly Lucas, R.R.T.
Usha M.K., M.D.
Chandra Ramamoorthy, M.D.
Jason Macartney, R.R.T.
Saibala Madathil
Gregory Matte, C.C.P.
Susanne Matthews, R.N.
Karin Mayo, R.N.
Jill Misgen,  R.N.
Jayashree Muralidharan, M.D.
Quan Ni, Ph.D.
David Overman, M.D.
Brijesh PK, M.D.
Mona Patel, M.D.
Rohini Paul, R.N.
Jeff Paurus, R.N.
Roxann Pike, M.D.
Laura Presnell, N.P.
Lee Pyles, M.D.
Mohan Reddy, M.D.
Tiffany Robb, C.C.P.
Amy Ryan, N.P.
Bri Saibala, R.N., Ph.D.
Alicia Said, R.N.
Shubhayan Sanatani, M.D.
Anita Saxena, M.D.
Steven Schwartz, M.D.
Danniella Seddon, M.B.B.C.H.
Sanjeev Singh, M.D.
Sivakumar Sivalingam, M.D.
Arif Somani, M.D.
James St. Louis, M.D.
Sandra L. Staveski, R.N., P.N.P.
Kenneth Stein, M.D.
Patsy Stinchfield, P.N.P.
Oliver Stumper, M.D.
Shaila Suratkal, R.N.
Theresa Tacy, M.D.
Mary Tan, R.N.
Adriene Thornton, R.N., C.I.C.
Balu Vaidyanathan, M.D.
Glen Van Arsdell, M.D.
Sangeetha Vishwanathan, M.D.
Anne Weber, R.N.
Robert Willetts, C.P.S.
Alison Wohlhuter, R.N.

Organizational Volunteers
Children’s HeartLink benefits  
tremendously from the generosity 
of this dedicated group of individ-
uals who contribute their time and 
also their expertise in cardiac care, 
global health and fundraising, and 
support our programs, outreach, 
fundraising events and other 
activities. 

Farrah AlHaddad
JoAnne Alkire
Grace Anderson
Rob Anderson
Tom Armitage, M.D.
J. Brian Atwood
Barbara Bor, R.N.
Susan Bordson
Leigh Borgeson
Lydia Botham
Sheila Boyce
Gene Bukhman, M.D.
Aldo Castañeda, M.D.
Annie Chen
Renee Christensen
Wendy Cushing
Richard Davis
Neil Derechin, M.D.
Jason DeRusha
Tonja Finton
Bethany Fischer
Jennifer Jacobsen Giese
Andrew Grams
A.J. Graves
Valerie Grove
Katie Harrington
John Hewitson, M.D.
Patricia Hickey, Ph.D.
Christopher Hugo-Hamman, M.D.
Cheryl Hunter
Omar Ishrak
Penny Jacox
Marie Jean
Kathy Jenkins, M.D.
Brooke Jensen
Peggy Johnson
Molly Joseph
Isabella Karls
Trish Knutson
R. Krishna Kumar, M.D.
Milliecia Lacy
Shelly Lavigne
Breanna Le
Mark Lewin, M.D.
Susie Long

Natalie Lunda
Ashoke Mandal
Kathy Manley
Nate Maydole
Shanthi Mendis, M.D.
Chris Molitor
Melissa Molitor
Ivadel Myrlie
Kim Nelson
Shannon Novotne
Rachel Nugent, Ph.D.
Samiya Osman
Molly Oswood
Jeff Paurus, R.N.
Bev Peterson
Chris Pieper
Anne and Chris Policinski
Ken Powell
Lee Pyles, M.D.
Srinath Reddy, M.D.
James Rice, Ph.D.
Linda Rodeck
Erin Rodgers
Kayd Roy
Annamarie Saarinen
Marianne Short
Richard Smith, M.D.
James St. Louis, M.D.
Catherine Stolz
Diane Swanson
Lydia Swanson
Lina Tucker Reinders 
Samantha Wendt
Dominic Wilson
Lijing Yan, Ph.D.
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Children’s HeartLink Board of Directors 2015-2016

Board of Directors 
Founder 
Joseph Kiser, M.D.   
   
Chair 
Robert Rosenbaum 
Dorsey & Whitney

Vice Chair 
Geoff Martha
Medtronic, Inc.

Secretary 
Susan H. Gebelein 
Business and Leadership 
Consulting LLC 

Treasurer 
Ajay Gupta
Ernst & Young LLP    
   
Medical Director 
Joseph A. Dearani, M.D.
Mayo Clinic   
 
Medical Director 
David M. Overman, M.D.
Children’s Hospitals and Clinics  
of Minnesota

Guillaume Bastiaens
Cargill, retired

Mary McMahon Busch
St. Jude Medical

M. Bridget Duffy, M.D.
Vocera Communications  
  
John R. Finnegan Jr., Ph.D.
University of Minnesota School of  
Public Health 

International Advisory Board

Chair 
James A. Rice, Ph.D., 
Managing Director & Practice Leader, Governance 
and Leadership, Gallagher Integrated

Aldo Castañeda, M.D., Ph.D.
Founder, Pediatric Cardiac Surgical Unit of 
Guatemala, Professor Emeritus of Surgery, 
Harvard Medical School 

Christopher Hugo-Hamman, M.D.
Pediatric Cardiologist, Christiaan Barnard 
Memorial Hospital, Cape Town, South Africa

Kathy Jenkins, M.D., MPH
Professor of Pediatrics, Harvard Medical School; 
Senior Vice President and Chief Safety and Quality 
Officer, Children’s Hospital Boston

Molly Joseph 
CEO UnitedHealthcare Global/Senior Vice Presi-
dent, Global Health, UnitedHealth Group

Srinath Reddy, M.D.
President, Public Health Foundation of India

Richard Smith, M.D.
Adjunct Professor, Imperial College Institute of 
Global Health Innovation, London, England

Lijing L. Yan, Ph.D., MPH
Head, NCD Research Program, Global Health  
Research Center, Duke Kunshan University,  
Kunshan, China

Jannie Herchuk
Deloitte

Tom Jollie
PadillaCRT

Andrew F. Nelson, MPH
HealthPartners Institute for Education 
and Research

Janet Schutz
Community Leader

Dannette Smith
UnitedHealth Group

Kenneth Stein, M.D.
Boston Scientific

Patrick Stoneking
Robins Kaplan LLP   
   
Elizabeth Perlich Sweeney
Community Leader

Directors Emeriti

David Andreas
Community Leader

Thomas A. Keller, III
Gray Plant Mooty
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Jackie Boucher
President 

Walter Abramson
Director of Leadership Giving

Faith Adams
Communications Director

Adriana Dobrzycka
International Programs Manager

Kate Grzywacz
Executive Assistant/Office Manager

Cathy Huizar
Development Support Coordinator 

Sarah Lovern
Clinical Data and Quality Improvement Analyst

Bobbi Morris
Events Manager

Ann Odens
International Programs Associate

Rajashree Panicker
Monitoring and Evaluation Consultant

Veera Rajasekhar
In-Country India Consultant

Barb Simonson
Finance Director

Andreas Tsakistos
Country Director, Brazil, China and Malaysia

Ryn Wiebe
Communications and Grants Specialist

Bistra Zheleva
Vice President of International Programs 

Children’s HeartLink Staff

Thank You!

5075 Arcadia Avenue
Minneapolis, MN 55436
888.928.6678
952.928.4860

Children’s HeartLink is a 501(c)(3) 
nonprofit organization. 

Design: Jensen & Wilcoxon, Inc.
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